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HIGHLIGHTS IN NUMBERS 
The Combined Community and Acute Care Group (CCA) has led or contributed to research in STH 

 19 studies open of which they had recruited 311 patients 

 Collaborated in a further 23 studies which had recruited 427 patients.  

 150 staff involved in grants, publications, or research infrastructure 

 Submitted 14 grants and won 5 

 Generated over £400 k through grant capture and other funding streams 

 Over 70 patient representatives consulted across three patient panel 
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OVERVIEW 

During 2016/17 the CCA Care Group achieved a strong established position as an Academic Directorate.  We confirmed the funding for 

the research team and covered these costs from accrual income and from the infrastructure funding from the Sheffield Teaching 

Hospitals. 

Our clinical academic portfolio of studies continues to focus on patient and service priorities and we have committed to 'bringing back 

the benefits ' of research to improve services and in some cases have achieved new services, based on evidence and collaboration. 

Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) remained a cornerstone of our research infrastructure with over 70 patient representatives 

assisting us with the prioritisation, design and co-ordination of our studies.  Research was a new challenge for three Directorates but 

service managers have actively supported staff and have sought out research staff to help develop the evidence- base and publish 

outcomes of service re-design. 

NIHR Portfolio sites have been opened and these opportunities continue to offer learning and development as well as an immediate 

knowledge transfer into services, as protocols are adopted and delivered through services.  

Research provides a driver for service improvement and innovation with the central purpose of increasing the effectiveness of patient 

care and achieving positive health outcomes. The opportunity to spread research delivery across acute and community services, to 

collaborate on studies within and across the care pathways to focus on health and wellbeing is an important feature of the care group 

research. 

Early in the year, the Academic Status of the Care Group was renewed, based on the leadership and achievement of the performance 

outcomes that we set ourselves and which were peer-reviewed across the STH. The achievement of growth and quality improvement 

in research has been achieved through the sustained commitment of clinical academic staff, leading, contributing and collaborating on 

studies and on our partners from the patient and academic communities who represent and work actively to support clinical research. 
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RESEARCH PROGRAMMES IN CCA CARE GROUP 
These studies were externally funded, open portfolio adopted studies in 2016/17 led by CCA clinical academics. The CCA prides itself on collaboration and co-delivery of studies and full list and detail 

of all research studies is provided in Appendix 1. 

Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym Principal Investigator 

in STH 

Key Academic Collaborator 

Abbeyfield Yes Development of a Dysphagia Management Protocol in the Care Home Setting  Sue Pownall Dr Sally Fowler Davis/ Julie Skilbeck/ 

Mel Gee 

Alzheimer’s Society Yes Influences Family Carer Wellbeing Caregiving HOPE study Ali Ali  

Chartered Society of 

Physiotherapy 

Yes Investigation into the Physiotherapy Management of Pulmonary Hypertension PuL Hypo Carol Keen Dr Sally Fowler-Davis / Dr Sionnadh 

McLean 

Dunhill Yes Thermal Comfort for Older People in Care Homes Old and Cold Ali Ali Prof Charmaine Childs/Dr Sally Fowler 

Davis 

NIHR  Yes Development and Feasibility of a Swallowing  Intervention Package (SiP) – Phase 2 SiP 2 Bernadette Foran  

NIHR Yes Occupational Therapy Environment Assessment and Falls OTIS Alison Madden-Fitzgibbon York CTU 

NIHR Yes Randomised Controlled Trial of Pre-transplant Exercise (Prehabilitation) PRE-EMPT Carol Keen Professor Sue Mawson; CLAHRC 

NIHR Clinical Doctoral 

Fellowship 

Yes Facilitating Inclusion of People with Acquired Communication Disorders in Decision-

Making 

 Mark Jayes ScHARR 

NIHR Clinical Fellowship Yes Physiotherapy Management of Lumbar Radicular Syndrome POLAR Michael Reddington NIHR Fellowship 

NIHR Health Services Research Yes Evaluation of the Clinical and cost-effectiveness of Short-term Integrated Palliative Care 

Services (SIPC) 

OPTCARE Neuro Eleanor Smith Kings College 

NIHR HTA Programme Yes Cost Effectiveness of Aphasia Computer Treatment BIG CACTUS Natascha Ullrich Rebecca Palmer (ScHARR) 

NIHR HTA Programme Yes Pulmonary Rehabilitation and Activity after COPD PRACTICE Matthew Cox Danny Hind (ScHARR), 
Katie Biggs (ScHARR) 

NIHR I4I YES STAR – Speech Therapy Apps for Rehabilitation STAR Sue Pownall  

Nutricia Yes 

Commercial 

Management of Phenylketonuria in Children and Adults – A Pilot Trial GMP Drink for PKU Study Melanie Hill  

Stroke Association Yes Evaluating a Care Pathway for Cognitive Problems after Stroke OCS-Care Ali Ali  
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RESEARCH FORUMS AND ORGANISATIONAL LEARNING/NETWORKING 
RESEARCH FORUMS – ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING FOR CLINICAL ACADEMIC PRACTITIONERS IN CCA 

The purpose of research networking in the CCA is to generate knowledgeable teams of clinicians who can open portfolio sites and generate clinically relevant research 

questions.  The research forums developed in 2016/17 continue to be active and engaging and an opportunity for patient/ care, academic, policy and commissioning 

stakeholders to join the discussion and build research awareness and capability.  There are 5 active forums currently being sustained within CCA. 

 Geriatric and Stroke Medicine/Frailty Forum:  Key contacts Dr Ali Ali ali.ali@sth.nhs.uk and Dr Sally Fowler Davis sally.fowler-davis@sth.nhs.uk 

The most recently formed, this forum attracts practitioners from across disciplines, from bereavement services and includes community and primary care services.  

Academic partners with interest in stroke, rehabilitation, technology and nutrition are so far joining the conversation and an early output is a planned evaluation of the 

use of ‘frailty’ on death certificates.  Patient and public engagement is welcomed and opportunities to link to the stroke PPI virtual panel are being taken up.  Meetings 

are held quarterly  

 Chaplaincy Research Network:  Key contacts Rev Martin Kerry/ Rev Dr Mark Newitt mark.newitt@sth.nhs.uk 

This is a Y&H regional group who identified the need to build capacity and aimed to achieve some key objectives to  
build capacity across the network.  The Network is currently promoting the exploration of a screening tool for use  
with volunteers, and an audit tool exploring patients’ perspectives on and experience of chaplaincy/spiritual care by 
 chaplaincy departments within the Network and including those who are interested spiritual care.  
 

 SALT (Speech and Language Therapy: Key contact  Carolyn.Haw@sth.nhs.uk 
An active group of academic and clinical SALTs undertook a research prioritisation exercise and shared development  

of grants resulting in the success of the Abbeyfield programme (£87k) and several other programmes including  

a Stroke fellowship. 

 

 Respiratory Research Collaboration Forum:  Key contact Cath O’Connor Cath.o’connor@nhs.net 

Already an experience group with a HTA programme in pulmonary rehabilitation, and professionally funded research in pulmonary hypotension, this network has 

undertaken an audit of research experience and shared a profile to broaden the opportunities of research aware clinical staff.  Further PPI activity and fellowship 

applications are underway, supported by clinical and academic partners 

 Neurology CORNN:  

The Network has over 50 members from Sheffield with an interest in Neurological Research: to  build research connections, disseminate research outcomes, provide skill 
sharing and mentorship. This year a focus on functional electrical stimulation research in stroke recovery and Multiple Sclerosis research and  have been successful a 15k 
grant for vagal nerve stimulation research. The D4D/CORNN (Devices for Dignity & Collaboration for Research Neurology Network) panel is a Dragons Den Style Panel to 
review ideas for unmet needs and to provide a clinical opinion on technology, gadgets and ideas that innovators present to real life clinical problems. Clinicians involved 
with this panel have the opportunity to critique new technologies and also be involved in the future development.  

 

 

 

mailto:ali.ali@sth.nhs.uk
mailto:sally.fowler-davis@sth.nhs.uk
mailto:mark.newitt@sth.nhs.uk
mailto:Carolyn.Haw@sth.nhs.uk
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WORKFORCE AND CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 
We continued to work to develop a research active workforce, with the target of 10% or 200 research active clinicians across the Care group.  This development activity takes 

the form of learning about research in forums and research networks, collaborative working on bids and grant proposals, research events and bespoke activity where staffs 

identify a clinical research project or portfolio site that they can lead. 

We offer a limited range  of  CPD- of note was the  ‘Valuing Patient in Research’ events, developed in the CCA has now been adopted and will be run regularly in the STH from 

the Clinical Research Office 

We learn by doing research.  For example; 

 Dr Ellie Smith (Consultant Palliative Care) developed skills as a PI through opening the OPTCARE Neuro, working across care groups 

 Natalie Jones (Occupational Therapy) submitted and was successful with a PPI fund to prioritise an area of stroke research and developed bidding skills with several 

other projects 

 Carol Keen (Physiotherapy) has taken on the PI, site lead role for an HTA PrE-Empt study to work alongside academic colleagues in recruiting and delivery in Cancer 

services 

 Carla Giafranceon (Dietetics) had been awarded a ‘Getting Research into Practice’  project and will learn and work alongside CLAHRC YH. 

 Brenda King (Tissue Viability Nurse) has developed a 3 D camera grant and IRAS proposal for a project in Tissue Viability Services 

Secondments  

 Marlene Hutchins (Physiotherapist) become the trial manage for a large programme grant into Cystic Fibrosis led by Dr Martin Wildman 

 Richard Stevenson (Physiotherapist) took up a 3 year post as research physiotherapist on the PANTERA programme, physical activity in Urology 

 Louise Smith and Nat Jones (Occupational Therapist) took up a short term secondments to develop bids under the CABOT initiative sponsored in ScHARR 

 Several clinical staff were offered and took up short term secondments to work with the Y&H CLAHRC in STH 

New Roles 

Kate Lavender (Physiotherapist) has taken up post in the Clinical Research Facility to provides support services for neurological studies in STH .  An Occupational Therapist has 

also been appointed where, until this year employed only nurse researchers worked on studies. The development of a new AHP role, specifically to work on neurology and 

stroke studies is an important development and is enabling the scoping of new professional knowledge and skills in the CRF 

Job Swaps 

Sheffield Hallam and STH have undertaken two role developments to build research expertise and outputs, an academic exchange in Occupational therapy resulted in a bid to 

NHS England and a Geriatrician SPR and Medical Statistician have exchange roles in Geriatric and Stroke Medicine Directorate. 
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RESEARCH COMMUNICATION FOR THE CCA CARE GROUP 

In 2016, the Research Bulletin was launched across the CCA Care Group. This is sent out electronically and bi-monthly to all 

staff and gives details of the research team, dates of meetings, details about Patient and Public Involvement (PPI), funding 

opportunities, courses and project updates/ 

The Research Website is currently under development and is on the Sheffield Teaching Hospital (STH) intranet in the CCA 

Care Group Section http://nww.sth.nhs.uk/nhs/communityServices/Research/. It has details of research forums, members 

and contact details of the research team, PPI news and advice, training programmes, funding calls, a list of Academic Board 

members and past issues of the research bulletin. 

It is anticipated that some of this information will be available on the STH internet for the general public, linked to the 

Clinical Research Office page. The Combined Community and Acute Care Group Clinical Academic Research web site can be 

found at 

 http://www.sheffieldclinicalresearch.org/about/our-directorates/combined-community-

and-acute-care-group/ 

 

 

 

 

PATIENT BENEFITS AND IMPROVED COLLABORATIONS 

NIHR Portfolio studies, are multi-centre studies and OPTCARE neuro  was a ‘Clinical and cost effectiveness of short-term integrated palliative care services to 

optimise care for people with advanced long-term neurological conditions’ run by Kings College London.   The site opening achieved a number of important 

outcomes including a specific palliative care assessment for neurology patients that resulted in pain management and planned end of life care.  There has been 

increased communication between the neurologists and the palliative care team. The referral criteria into palliative care for patients with long-term neurological 

conditions is now being developed and helping further patients benefit along similar lines to those involved in the study.    The Clinical Research network 

supported the study and undertook a specific home based assessment as part of the protocol 

 

CLINICAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH IMPACT 

Vignettes demonstrating the difference that research makes in practice within the Care Group 

 

http://nww.sth.nhs.uk/nhs/communityServices/Research/
http://www.sheffieldclinicalresearch.org/about/our-directorates/combined-community-and-acute-care-group/
http://www.sheffieldclinicalresearch.org/about/our-directorates/combined-community-and-acute-care-group/
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EVIDENCE BASED PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 

In February 2017 a specialist Speech and Language Therapist  completed a Health Education England / National Institute for Health Research Clinical Doctoral 

Research Fellowship using mixed methods doctoral research to focus on how multidisciplinary staff complete mental capacity assessments for hospital patients.  

User-centred design principles were adopted to develop a prototype toolkit in collaboration with STHFT staff, service-users and topic experts, including 

academics at the University of Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam University. The toolkit called the MCAST (Mental Capacity Assessment Support Toolkit) was  

selected to join the Department of Health / Ministry of Justice National Mental Capacity Forum and has represented the Royal College of Speech and Language 

Therapists (RCSLT) at meetings with NICE and the Law Commission. He is now an RCSLT National Clinical Adviser for mental capacity assessment.  The project 

won the UK Stroke Forum 2015 Patient, Carer and Public Involvement Award and was a finalist in the 2017 Medipex NHS Innovation Awards.  The MCAST will 

enable multidisciplinary staff to prepare, carry out and document assessments in line with the requirements of the Mental Capacity Act (MCA, 2005) and also 

identify and support patients with communication needs during capacity assessments.  

 

NEW EVIDENCE BASED SERVICES  

A senior physiotherapist working with patients with pulmonary hypertension (PH) was awarded a £20k grant to conduct a mixed methods study that highlighted 

a need to develop services for patients with PH in England particularly focusing on promoting physical activity in the PH patient population. As a result the 

Pulmonary Hypertension Association, a charity working with patients with PH, has funded a two-year secondment for Carol to undertake the work arising from 

the study findings and she is to be designing, delivering and evaluating a physiotherapy services, with a value in the region of £100,000.  Benefits of the study 

including research findings and clinical service developments will be shared nationally across the professional community and via the National Centre for Sport 

and Exercise Medicine, reinforcing the opportunity for clinical academic research to directly benefit patients and populations via new and novel service delivery.  

An additional outcome was the partnership with academic specialists in survey methods and data analysis in the Centre for Health and Social Care Research. 

 

 

ACADEMIC IN RESIDENCE  

The Care Group leadership team includes a specific part -time leadership role (seconded from Sheffield Hallam University) that aims to promote clinical 
academic research and enable a highly active research environment.   

The role specifically seeks to build research programmes and themes and achieve strategic outcomes in the research Strategy including; continued academic 
status, organisational development, raising awareness of national clinical academic policy and opportunities for non-medical professions. The secondment has 
facilitated bid development and networking opportunities based on clinical priorities and promotes clinical academic workforce development in the CCA.  We 
are increasingly focusing on implementation of research as advised by our patient panel representatives 
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AMPCARE’S EFFECTIVE SWALLOWING PROTOCOL 

The protocol was developed in CCA to manage the effects of dysphagia (swallowing problems) and is based on electrical stimulation while incorporating resistive swallowing 

exercises. This rehabilitation approach provides speech-language therapists with a tool to accelerate and restore their patient’s swallow function.  Dysphagia is an unpleasant 

and distressing symptom of many disorders and can lead to complications including dehydration, malnutrition, aspiration, pneumonia and death.   Working with NIHR Devices 

for Dignity -patient participants achieved a 70% upgrade in the amount and variety of food and fluid intake post intervention.  Additionally a funded pilot RCT completed in 

2014 (2) on 27 patients following stroke showed potentially clinically important findings for the use of the Ampcare ESP. Sixty-two percent (8/13) of intervention group 

patients compared to 50% (7/14) of control group patients reported an improvement in functional swallowing after treatment.  Several international publications have 

resulted from this work that is currently under evaluation. 

Publications 

Pownall S. The journey from feasibility study to fully powered trial in a novel approach to treating dysphagia. Book of abstracts Growing Collaborative Research Conference, Sheffield 

Hallam University, 2014 

Sproson, L., Pownall, S., Enderby, P., Freeman, J. (2014) Pilot RCT evaluating a new approach to neuromuscular stimulation to treat dysphagia post stroke. International Journal of 

Stroke, 9, 22 

 
COLLABORATION FOR NEW SERVICES FOR PATIENTS  

THE PodPAD STUDY was funded  by Yorkshire & Humber CLAHRC, Sheffield CCG and The National Centre for Sports and Exercise Medicine. We  investigated the 

outcome of a podiatry led community clinic for people with Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD). This can be a painful condition, causing cramp like pain during 

walking and sometimes at rest and can be helped by lifestyle changes including weight control, increased activity and stopping smoking. Altering or introducing 

medication to help with blood pressure and cholesterol may also be of benefit..  20 people with PAD are seen in this community clinic which is part of Move 

More at Concord (Shiregreen). Each participant is given a detailed assessment of their lower limbs with a new piece of equipment (Dopplexability). This gives a 

reading to show the level of circulation to the legs and feet. Based on this and other questions about lifestyle, tailored advice and treatment plans can be given 

to patients.  This may include smoking cessation, weight management and increasing physical activity using facilities at the Move More centre. A dietician is 

working alongside the podiatrists delivering the intervention to discuss weight management. Suitable patients are also referred to the smoking cessation service 

and exercise referral service it they wish. Patients are seen at 3 monthly intervals for six months to see if the ‘one stop shop’ approach is effective in helping the 

symptoms of PAD and assess how satisfied they are with this type of programme. 
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THERAPEUTICS AND PALLIATIVE CARE PATIENT PANEL 

This year the Therapeutics and Palliative Care Patient Panel have co-developed instruments to measure and evaluate the impact of their involvement. 

Collectively with the Trust Clinical Research Office and other Panels we reviewed evidence based frameworks and guidelines, and co-produced qualitative 

questionnaires to identify values associated with patient and public involvement (PPI), and shared our instrument to collect quantitative metrics.  Our 

involvement has ensured that measurements are meaningful to service users and researchers, and outcomes which are important to service users are included. 

  

In 2016/2017 our main involvement has been in the development of grant applications and reviewing participant information materials with 2 research projects 

being successfully funded. Panel members continue to extend their involvement and influence outside of Panel meetings by: providing input at a strategic level 

on the Academic Board and reviewing and commenting on the Care Group research strategy, managing research as members of a steering group, attending 

workshops, and raising awareness of the value of PPI at staff training and educational events. The Panel has also disseminated their work at public engagement 

events.  

This year the Panel has enhanced our research by identifying potential issues that may not have occurred to the researcher and provided practical suggestions to 

improve research design. Researchers and the Panel feel their involvement has made a difference by making our research more inclusive and relevant by using 

clear language, adapting methods of data collection and focusing on key outcome measures.  

Overall the evaluation has improved our understanding of what aspects of involvement work for whom and in what circumstances identified areas for further 

development and provided pragmatic evidence to continue funding of our PPI infrastructure.   

 
A COMMENT FROM THE PATIENT REPRESENTATIVE CHAIR OF THERAPEUTICS AND PALLIATIVE CARE PATIENT PANEL 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH OBJECTIVES - Performance Summary 
 

Objectives 2016/2017  

Target 

2016/17 Performance 2017/18 

Year to date Target 

1 Number of Research Active Staff 35 49 50 

2 Number of Research Publication 50  52 

3 Number of grants submitted 14 11 15 

4 Number of grants awarded 3 3 5 

5 Total value of successful grant applications £10,000 £199, 502 £150,000 

6 Grant and Commercial Income N/A £94, 347  

7 Other Funding Sources Supporting Delivery  N/A £102, 585  

8 Number of Active  Portfolio Studies 20 20 22 

9 Patient Accruals to Portfolio Studies 120 235 300 

10 70 day benchmark (%) 80 % 58.3% 80% 

11 Recruitment to Time and Target (%) 80 % - 80% 

12 Number of Infrastructure Staff 25 26  

13 Number of Contribution Staff 60 26  

 

The CCAG formed in Oct 2015 and was awarded Academic Care Group status in March 2016 and again in March 2017. The achievement in research capacity building and 

outcomes for the Directorate formally known as Professional Services was used as a spring board to spread good practice and embed research across Geriatric and Stroke 

Medicine (IGSM) (an admitting Directorate) and Integrated Community Care (ICC) and Primary Care & Interface Services community Directorates.  The Academic Care Group 

now has a fully functioning and sustained clinical academic infrastructure, including an Academic Board composed of a professoriate representing professions within CCAG 

and Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) that includes patients and carers with stroke (virtual panel) and frail elderly who are housebound.  These PPI developments sit 

alongside the existing Therapeutic and Palliative Care Panel, which includes patients and carers who have received care from our services across the Group.  The research 

metrics demonstrate that the CCAG has exceeded targets for workforce and income and we will meet the target number of grant applications by year end.  A particular 

success has been our pro-active approach to opening portfolio sites and to developing Principal Investigator (PI) experience which has resulted in an increase of 90% in 

patient recruitment across the Care Group. Our clinical academic community includes the professional professoriate and direct role responsibilities within the CRF (new 

therapy researcher role), CRN (co-chair of the AHP specialty group) and the NIHR (training advocate). The Care group has been recognised as an example of good practice in 

research development by the Association of UK Foundation Trusts (AUKFT).  Our plans for 2017 include the accelerated development of nurse researchers and other 

professional groups across the service pathways.  Our grant applications are set to grow in number and scale sustained by our collaborations with academic partners. 

 

Directorate Commentary  

on Performance: 
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APPENDIX 

Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic Collaborators Expected 
Completion 

Abbeyfield Yes A literature and consensus based 
approach to the development of a 
dysphagia management protocol in 
the care home setting 

Development of a 
dysphagia 
management protocol 
in Care Homes. 

Sue Pownall Sue Pownall 
Liz Barnett 

CHSCR- Sheffield Hallam 
University  

Dec-18 

Alzheimer’s Society Yes How being obliged, prepared and 
willing influences family carer 
wellbeing 

Caregiving HOPE study Ali Ali Emily King Clinical Research Network May-17 

Canbex Therapeutics Ltd Yes 
Commercial 

A Phase II Proof of Concept (PoC), 
Double-Blind, Randomised, Placebo-
controlled Study to Evaluate the 
Efficacy, Safety, and 
Pharmacokinetics of VSN16R for the 
Treatment of Spasticity in Subjects 
with Multiple Sclerosis 

  Siva Nair Kay Crosland, 
Sri Gullapall 

University of Sheffield Jun-17 

Cancer research UK Yes DARS – A Phase III randomised 
multicentre study of dysphagia 
optimised intensity modulated 
radiotherapy (Do-IMRT) versus 
standard intensity modulated 
radiotherapy (S-IMRT) in head and 
neck cancer 

DARS Bernadette 
Foran 

Jane Thornton Institute of Cancer 
Research Marsden 
Hospital London 

 

Cancer Research UK Yes Exercise training as a novel primary 
therapy for men with localised 
prostate cancer: the PANTERA trial 
(Prostate cAncer Novel ThERApy) 

PANTERA Derek Rosario Richard Stevenson CESR Sheffield Hallam 
University 

Sep-17 
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Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic Collaborators Expected 
Completion 

Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy 

Yes An investigation into the current 
physiotherapy provision in the 
United Kingdom (UK) for patients 
with pulmonary hypertension (PH) 

  Carol Keen  Dr Sally Fowler-
Davis and Dr 
Sionnadh McLean 

CHSCR  Sheffield Hallam 
University 

Closed to 
recruitment 
December 
2016 

CLAHRC No Use of the SMART COPD physical 
activity app in pulmonary 
rehabilitation: a randomised 
feasibility study. 

SMART COPD Cath O’Connor  Danny Hind  Sheffield Clinical Trials 
Unit 

Dec-17 

Deafness Support 
Network 

No Hearing loss and cognitive decline in 
ageing 

  Annalena 
Venneri 

  University of Sheffield Apr-18 

Dunhill Yes Thermal Comfort for Older People in 
Care Homes 

Old and Cold Ali Ali Sally Fowler Davis, 
Charmaine Childs, 
Emily King CRN 

CHSCR Sheffield Hallam 
University 

Oct-18 

Economic and Social 
Research Council 

Yes Living well and enhancing active life: 
the IDEAL study 

IDEAL Annalena 
Venneri 

  University of Sheffield Dec-18 

EU Commission FP7 Yes Assessment of age and disease 
related cognitive impairment in 
normal volunteers and people with 
degenerative and vascular brain 
disease and assessment of the 
potential neuroplastic effect of non 
pharmacological treatment. 

Improving detection 
and prevention of 
cognitive decline in 
ageing 

Annalena 
Venneri 

  University of Sheffield Apr-17 

Health Education 
Yorkshire 

No Community Healthcare 
Professionals Attitudes and Beliefs 
towards Chronic Non-Specific Low 
Back Pain: A Cross-Sectional Study. 

  Damien Trojak   Sheffield Hallam 
University 

Jan-17 
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Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic Collaborators Expected 
Completion 

HTA programme Yes Cognitive Rehabilitation of 
Attention and Memory for people 
with Multiple Sclerosis (CRAMMS): 
A pragmatic randomised controlled 
trial 

CRAMMS Basil Sharrack Claire Isaac University of Sheffield Closed to 
recruitment 
March 2017 

Jessop Wing small grant, No A comparison of termination of 
pregnancy procedures: Patient 
choice, emotional impact and 
satisfaction with care 

ToPS Joanne 
Fletcher 

Adam Saradjian, 
Jennifer Heath, 
Rebecca Mitten 

STH Charity Foundation Feb-17 

MRC Yes Dementia Carers Instrument 
Development (DECIDE)  Workstream 
1: Phase 3 Psychometric evaluation 

DECIDE Annalena 
Venneri 

  University of Sheffield   

NIHR Yes CBT vs Standardised Medical Care to 
treat Dissociative Seizures 

CODES Markus 
Reuber 

 Natalie Jones University of Sheffield Apr-18 

NIHR Yes Improving quality of life and 
swallowing function in patients with 
head and neck cancer: Development 
and feasibility of a Swallowing 
Intervention Package (SiP) – Phase 
2. 

SiP 2 Bernadette 
Foran 

Jane Thornton    

NIHR Yes Is it feasible to conduct a 
randomised controlled trial of pre-
transplant exercise (prehabilitation) 
for multiple myeloma patients 
awaiting autologous stem cell 
transplantation? 

PRE-EMPT Carol Keen Sue Mawson Sue Mawson, CLAHRC Aug-17 
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Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic Collaborators Expected 
Completion 

NIHR Yes Occupational Therapy 
Environmental assessment and falls 

OTIS Alison 
Madden-
Fitzgibbon 

 Laura Evans York CITU Jan-19 

NIHR health services 
research programme 

Yes Evaluation of the clinical and cost-
effectiveness of Short-term 
Integrated Palliative,  
Care Services (SIPC) to OPTIMISE 
CARE for people severely affected 
by neurological conditions 

OPTCARE Neuro Eleanor Smith  St Luke’s Hospice Kings College Closed to 
recruitment 
March 2017 

NIHR HTA Programme Expected Behavioural activation therapy for 
treating post-stroke depression: a 
feasibility randomised controlled 
trial 

  Kirsty 
Harkness 

Emma Richards, 
Jane Barton, 
Josh Maybin 

 Apr-17 

NIHR HTA programme Yes Cost effectiveness of aphasia 
computer treatment versus usual 
stimulation (definitive study) 

BIG CACTUS Natascha 
Ullrich 

Rebecca Palmer  May-15 

NIHR HTA Programme Yes Pulmonary Rehabilitation and 
ACTIvity after COPD Exacerbations: 
A multi-centre, randomised, pilot, 
factorial (2x2: in-hospital exercise 
versus no in-hospital exercise and 
in-home rehabilitation plus usual 
care versus usual care alone), 
parallel arm (allocation 1:1 for each 
factor)  trial to evaluate the 
feasibility of a full scale trial in terms 
of patients recruited in a 7 months 
window) randomised controlled 
trial. 

PRACTICE Matt Cox Cath O’Connor Danny Hind (ScHARR) and  
Katie Biggs (ScHARR) 

Dec-16 
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Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic Collaborators Expected 
Completion 

NIHR Invention for 
Innovation 

Yes STAR – Speech Therapy Apps for 
Rehabilitation. 

STAR Sue Pownall Kate Fryer Barnsley Health 
Technology Collaborative 

Jun-17 

NIHR programme Grant Yes CapaCiTY Study 2:  Pragmatic 
Randomised Trial of Low versus 
High Volume Initiated Transanal 
Irrigation Therapy in adults with 
Chronic Constipation 

CapaCiTY Study 2 Steven Brown   University of Sheffield Dec-19 

NIHR research fellowship Yes Facilitating inclusion of people with 
acquired communication disorders 
in decision-making: development 
and evaluation of a tool to support 
mental capacity assessment and 
provision of accessible information. 

  Mark Jayes  Prof Pam Enderby ScHARR Aug-16 

NIHR research fellowship Yes Physiotherapy Management of 
Lumbar Radicular Syndrome; Does 
Early Intervention Improve 
Outcomes? 

POLAR Michael 
Reddington 

  Keele University Jan-17 

Nutricia Yes 
Commercial 

Evaluating the tolerance, safety and 
acceptability of PKU GMPro, a whey 
protein derived feed  for the dietary 
management of phenylketonuria in 
children and adults- a pilot trial 

GMP drink for PKU 
study 

Melanie Hill   Industry Aug-18 

Nutricia Yes Investigating the Energy 
Requirements of Spinal Cord Injured 
Patients 

  Kidangalil 
Mathew 

Carolyn Taylor Industry Oct-19 

Reapplix Aps  Expected 
Commercial 

LEUCOPATCH® in the management 
of hard-to-heal diabetic foot ulcers 

LEUCOPATCH Rajiv Gandhi  Lisa Farndon Industry Dec-17 
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Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic Collaborators Expected 
Completion 

ReNeuron Ltd Yes 
Commercial 

A Phase II Simon Two Stage Efficacy 
Study of Intracerebral CTX0E03 DP 
in Patients with Stable Paresis of the 
Arm Following an Ischaemic Stroke. 

PISCES II Arshad Majid Charlotte 
Beardsworth 

Industry Closed to 
recruitment 
Aug 2016 

Ryder Briggs Charitable 
Trust, STH Inv Exist 

No Multi-channel Stimulation for Post 
Stroke Spasticity (MUSTS): A 
randomised controlled cross over 
feasibility trial. 

MUSTS Siva Nair Kate Lavender 
Linda Strachen 

STH Charity Nov-17 

Sheffield CCG/NCSEM No The PodPAD Project - To evaluate 
the introduction of a public health 
approach to Peripheral Arterial 
Disease (PAD) using National Centre 
for Sport and Exercise Medicine 
Facilities 

PODPAD Lisa Farndon Lisa Farndon Michelle Horsepool  
Sheffield CCG 
Y&H CLAHRC 

May-17 

Sheffield Hospitals 
Charitable Trust 

No Feasibility Study to Investigate the 
Potential Reduction of Bone Mineral 
Density Loss in Spinal Cord Injured 
Patients Using Ekso Therapy 

EKSO Bone Mineral 
Density Study 

Kidangalil 
Mathew 

Suki Wong STH Charity Dec-19 

STHFT No Understanding the barriers and 
facilitators to participation in an 
organised exercise programme after 
transient ischaemic attack (TIA) and 
non-disabling stroke (NDS) – a 
qualitative study 

EX-TIA-NDS Ali Ali    Mar-18 

Stroke Association Yes A pilot study for developing and 
evaluating a care pathway for 
cognitive problems after stroke 

OCS-care Ali Ali Charlie Molloy  Sep-16 

UoS MRC Confidence-in-
concept 

No CloudVent: Cloud–based speech 
recognition for people with paralysis 
using Ventilators. 

CloudVent Sarah Atkins   CATCH University of 
Sheffield 

Jul-17 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  


