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Executive summary 
The Oral and Dental Directorate was awarded Academic Directorate status in 2012.   This 
reflects the priority which the Directorate places on the development of clinical research and 
is testament to the close working relationship with the School of Clinical Dentistry (SoCD), 
University of Sheffield.  Jointly, we believe that dental science should not be constrained by 
the traditional boundaries created by individual clinical disciplines, and that progress derives 
from a multidisciplinary approach. This research strategy has been derived jointly by both the 
Oral and Dental Research Executive (ODRE) and the SoCD Research Committee, with a 
deliberate synergy in their strategy documents.  The School and ODRE recently underwent a 
strategic review and consequent organisational change to enable the research structure to 
better reflect the future needs of the School and the Directorate and to sufficiently drive the 
research agenda towards clinical research.  
 
The research portfolio of the ODRE embraces overall themes of Basic & Applied Research 
and Clinical & Person Centred Research.  These themes work together in multidisciplinary 
research groups with 3 particular areas of focus:  COMFORT, SHORT and Heathy Ageing.  We 
have been successful in attracting NIHR portfolio and non-portfolio funding in each of these 
areas over the past 3 years. In 2013/14 we supported 10 NIHR portfolio projects and 13 non 
portfolio clinical projects recruiting over 600 patients to NIHR portfolio studies.  
  
The objectives of the ODRE over the period of this strategy are to increase the amount of 
activity to a modest extent, with a more careful attention to the quality and impact of such 
activity. We will continue to provide administrative research support and research nurses to 
facilitate these developments. Overall we aim to have an Oral and Dental research structure 
which demonstrates excellence and provides the most national impact from our clinical 
research, for the benefit of our patients and for the NHS. 
 
 
 
 



Vision 

The Oral and Dental Academic Directorate aspires to develop and 
maintain innovative research projects to address clinical problems and 
needs within dentistry and wider associated fields of expertise and to be 
world leading in the implementation of these aims. 



Introduction 

Oral and Dental Research (ODR) is part of the Charles Clifford Dental Services Directorate. ODR is based in 
the Charles Clifford Dental Hospital (CCDH) and School of Clinical Dentistry (SoCD), a department of the 
University of Sheffield.  
 
Since the vast majority of research (including clinical research) in the Directorate is performed by 
University of Sheffield employees (many with honorary STH contracts), our research strategy has been 
derived jointly through both the Oral and Dental Research Executive (ODRE) and the SoCD Research 
Committee, with a deliberate synergy in their strategy documents.  The School and ODRE recently 
underwent a strategic research review and consequent organisational change to enable the research 
structure to better reflect the future needs of the School and the Directorate and to sufficiently drive the 
research agenda towards clinical research. 
 
Jointly, we believe that dental science should not be constrained by the traditional  
boundaries created by individual clinical disciplines, and that progress derives  
from a multidisciplinary approach. Thus, in addition to working with academics  
Within the School of Clinical Dentistry, we also have strong links with the Medical  
School, Departments of Psychology, Chemistry and Engineering , and also  
nationally and internationally. 



Current position – strengths 

One key element of the overall research strategy of Oral and Dental and the School of Clinical Dentistry 
(SoCD) over the past 5 years has been to leverage our expertise in clinically relevant fundamental research 
to obtain NIHR and other National Portfolio-eligible funding. This has helped us expand into more 
clinically-applied areas of research and has facilitated the involvement of more clinicians in research.  Our 
recent achievements include: 
  

• Rapid growth in our portfolio of clinical research hosted within the ODRE over the past 2 years. 
We have seen growth in both the number of patients recruited as well as the number of on-going 
studies.  

• The number of grant applications submitted has increased and we have seen several successes 
and consequently realised an increase in research income.  

• We have received increased allocations for both our Research Capability Funding (RCF) (£4,300 
for 2013-14) and our Service support allocation (£66,500 for 2013-14) which have allowed us to 
further invest in our research and the facilities to support this.  

 
The tables in appendix 1 detail the completed and currently recruiting studies (NIHR portfolio and non-
portfolio) and also the studies which are currently undergoing the set-up process in the ODRE until the 
end of Dec 2014. 



Current position – areas of strength 

Members of the ODRE, and those supporting them, have worked hard to build the research base and to 
create collaborative links both internally and externally. Three multidisciplinary areas have been 
developed over the past 2 years and have been aimed at the current strategy and funding call areas of 
both NIHR and RCUK :  
 

• COMFORT (Custom Oral Maxillofacial Reconstruction Using Technologies For 
Advanced Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Therapies). COMFORT is an 
interdisciplinary project bringing together social scientists, engineers, biologists, 
material scientists and clinicians which aims to address both the 
medical/surgical and the socio-psychological aspects of facial repair.  
 

• SHORT (Sheffield Head and neck Oncology Research Team).  SHORT brings 
together the various clinical and non-clinical staff involved in the pathway for 
studying and treating head and neck cancers.  
 

• Healthy Aging.  This recently identified theme will focus on projects across the 
life course, from children to the elderly. 



Current position – strengths 

In addition to NIHR adopted portfolio research projects, the ODRE continues to support small, strategically 
directed non-commercial, non-portfolio research.  We believe that these studies are often instrumental in 
providing the pilot data required to make larger portfolio funded grant applications.  In addition many of 
these studies support PhD studentships which as well as providing vital data to further our knowledge in 
the field of medical research also provide essential training for our future clinical and non-clinical 
researchers.  We actively work with both clinical and non-clinical staff and students to identify potential 
research opportunities.  
  
The SoCD Director of Research (PGR) and the Academic Director (KDH) both sit on The Yorkshire & 
Humber NIHR Oral and Dental Speciality Group (PGR as Chair).  This gives us significant presence at a 
regional level in this group whose remit is to regularly review the progress of studies, identify barriers to 
recruitment, and develop solutions and strategies to help overcome those barriers. 
 
As there is a close relationship with the SoCD, the results of the REF2014 are important.  In this 
assessment, 92% of our research was rated as world leading or internationally excellent, which is a 
significant improvement on RAE2008, in which this figure was 70%.   



Current position- infrastructure 

The directorate works very closely with the School of Clinical Dentistry (SoCD) which provides a high 
quality research environment with well-equipped state-of-the-art research facilities that have been 
continuously improved to accommodate increasing activity. There are dedicated facilities for:  
 

• Staffed core cell/tissue culture and microbiology facilities  
• Molecular/cell biology and proteomics.  
• Advanced microscopy, including time lapse microscopy and image analysis.  
• Materials testing and bioengineering.  
• Neuroscience and in vivo electrophysiology.  
 

In 2008, SoCD opened a new £5.5M research wing incorporating over 660m2 of new  
research laboratories and offices for research staff and postgraduate students.  
Further support from HEFCE and DoH has enabled an overall £14M expansion  
and refurbishment programme to enhance clinical facilities for teaching and research  
within CCDH. This continued investment and continuing redevelopment will allow  
further expansion of research activity and the further development of a vibrant  
research-led culture.  
 
Academic staff in the School of Clinical Dentistry currently supervise more than 70 PhD students, with 26 
candidates successfully gaining their PhD over the past 3 years. 



Current position- themes 

Our research is organised into two overarching themes: Basic & Applied Research and Clinical & Person 
Centred Research, this structure mapping into the SoCD research strategy.   The themes are supported by 
three interdisciplinary research groups; Bioengineering & Health Technologies (BHT), Person Centred & 
Population Oral Health (PAPOR) and Integrated Biosciences (iBio).  These discipline-specific groups map 
onto the cross-cutting research areas previously outlined. 
  
 

Basic & Applied Research 

Clinical & Person Centred 

iBio BHT PAPOR 



Current position- themes 

The Basic and Applied Research includes a wide variety of disciplines ranging from 
dental materials and health technologies to host-pathogen interactions, neuroscience, 
synthetic biology and head & neck cancer. We focus on the translation of fundamental 
science research to clinical applications for patient benefit. The School is internationally 
renowned for its fundamental science research and has successful collaborations with 
leading groups of scientists worldwide. It is also now leading the way in applied 
translational research and is developing novel methods for tissue replacement using bio-
engineering as well as performing clinical trials in new oral cancer diagnostic procedures.  
  
Our Clinical and Person Centred Research covers the spectrum of disciplines 
represented in a modern Dental School.  The problems that present in the clinic and 
wider community inform our research ideas.  We have been particularly successful in 
translating fundamental research into clinical trials, patient-centred and health services 
research in the areas of nerve injury, head and neck cancer, oral health-related quality of 
life, new diagnostic technologies and advanced manufacturing processes in dentistry and 
these are supported by a number of NIHR and industrially funded portfolio research 
projects. 
 



Strategic aims 2014-17 

The overall aims of the directorate by 2017 are to: 
  
 Deliver our current NIHR portfolio projects, by timely initiation and recruitment to time and target. 
 Grow all areas of the ODRE research project portfolio including NIHR portfolio research, commercially 

sponsored research and Non-portfolio/industry research. 
 Increase research capacity and activity within CCDH and ODRE amongst consultant and non-consultant 

staff. 
 Maintain our close working relationship with the SoCD to continue to develop interdisciplinary areas of 

research which include our areas of expertise. 
 To increase the potential impact of our research by increasing the overall quality of research in both 

the ODRE and SoCD. 
 Continue our strong relationships with local, national and international collaborators. 
 Involve PPI group(s) in developing our research. 
 To use the results of the basic and applied research carried out by researchers within the School to 

inform the advancement of clinical excellence.  
 



Directorate objectives 1:  

Our overall strategy for implementation includes the elements below. In pursing these objectives we will: 
  
 Continue to support the ODRE Research Manager and the Dental Research Nurse.  These posts have 

proven instrumental in growing the both the number of projects as well as the number of patients 
recruited to studies.  This will allow us to: 
 Develop new and follow-on bids for funding either to exploit the next stage in the development 

pathway of products/technologies or to apply the same technology to new problems.  
 Provide advice and support for those applying for grants, obtaining ethics approval and complying 

with research governance.  
 Increase scrutiny of highly rated but unsuccessful with a view to improvement, re-submitted or 

re-direction to a more appropriate funding stream. SoCD has indicated a willingness to help fund 
acquisition of more data or time to enable such grants to be turned around. 

 Be proactive in our involvement with projects on the national NIHR portfolio and, where possible, 
join existing portfolio studies that are looking for recruitment sites. 

 Work to increase awareness among NHS and university staff of portfolio research opportunities, 
particularly in our cross cutting areas of expertise in order to broaden participation in portfolio 
clinical research within the directorate. 



Directorate objectives 2 

 Provide new research PAs for consultant staff was research income allows.    
 To identify funding streams which will allow us to increase the total amount of research dental nurse 

support we can provide and broaden that support across more of the dental specialties. 
 Use CLRN and RCF income strategically to facilitate the set up and running of portfolio studies and 

provide research nurse support, particularly where this will generate further funds to support future 
studies. Through this process we would hope to grow our research portfolio. 

 Encourage broader participation in GCP training (essential for involvement in clinical research) 
 Support the development of NIHR-funded ACF and ACL posts to provide integrated academic training, 

in order to increase the research base and capacity for the future. 
 Engage with all strategic initiatives, reviews and policies for research within STH and TUoS 



Future directorate aspirations 

In the period of this strategy and beyond, the Oral and Dental Directorate aspires to maintain and develop 
innovative clinical research projects to address clinical problems and needs within dentistry and wider 
associated fields of expertise. We will endeavour to maintain our reputation for recruitment of patients, 
presenting ourselves as a centre of excellence and of choice for portfolio and commercial projects  



Communications and publicity 

There are a number of benefits, in addition to research income, to the Trust as a whole, the Directorate, 
the University and also patients as a direct result of the research activities of the ODRE all of which require 
dissemination in order to maximise visibility and profile of the directorate and its function within STH 
NHSFT.  
 
These include: 
• Media coverage of important research findings and success in funding:  

• Lab-on-a-chip technologies for oral cancer detection*   
• Use of antibiotics in the prevention of bacterial endocarditis**  
  

 The high number of patient recruitment to the ‘lab on a chip’ study  
meant that the Trust ranked 1st in 2011-12 in National league tables for  
recruitment of patients to Oral & Dental clinical trials. Our success in t 
his area brings kudos and national recognition to the Directorate and 
Trust. 

 
 
*(http://www.sth.nhs.uk/news/news?action=view&newsID=188)  
**http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/news/nr/scientists-identify-serious-heart-infection-1.420549  
 

 



Communications and publicity 

The overall impact of our research as it relates to improvements to patient treatment, diagnosis and care 
have been collated in our impact statements which were submitted in the 2014 REF exercise.   
 
These case studies include: 

 Advocating the use of Powered Toothbrushes: This showed how properly conducted systematic 
reviews can demonstrate the efficacy of a particular oral health aid, and thereby influence 
national guidelines as well as commercial product development and marketing. Beneficiaries are 
primarily the public but also include industry and commerce, thus creating wealth and jobs 
 

 Clinical & Commercial Impact of a new Regenerative Bone Cement for Middle Ear Surgery. This 
illustrated a bench to bedside approach to research and its direct benefits to health – with 
potential lives saved and prevention of deafness in a significant number of patients. It also shows 
how research can be commercialized to create a new UK company, creating jobs, exports and 
wealth. 

 



Patient and Public Involvement 

We have an extensive program of patient and public engagement 
for our research that includes participation in Researchers and 
Discovery nights, international clinical trials day and involvement in 
the Life festival.  At all of our public engagement events our strong 
links with our clinical research are explained.   
 
We have developed a ‘mock’ clinical trial that has been used both 
by members of the O&D directorate during our public interaction 
work but also by the Trust CRO.  
 
We are developing a series of webpages where this information will 
be readily available we anticipate that this will be ‘live’ by the end 
of 2015.   



Key awards and performance update 

 Professor Martin Thornhill was presented with the prestigious Distinguished Scientist Award. The 
award is based on a sustained contribution of excellent research. 
 

  The Yorkshire and Humber Oral and Dental Speciality Group has been in the top three in England for 
the past three years. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Operational plan for 2015-16.  

The following document outlines the specific and measurable sub-objectives we have set for the year 
2015-16 in pursuit of the overall Directorate objectives.  Where possible, specific deliverables have been 
specified, and this document should be cross-referenced to the performance summary table, particularly 
with respect to the Directorate –specific KPIs. 
 
1. To deliver all areas of the ODRE research project portfolio including NIHR portfolio research, 

commercially sponsored research and Non-portfolio/industry research and maximise recruitment to 
existing studies.* 
a) We will deliver our current level of NIHR portfolio research activity at 10 studies.  This will 

require new studies to come on-stream as others complete.  
 2 will complete in year 2014-15. 
 Join at least 1 new study: Southampton HNSCC project (national) and BBSRC funded nerve 

project (local) are possible by mid-2015. 
b) We will develop new projects and grant applications to maintaining the overall NIHR-portfolio 

activity at 10-12 projects. 
 Follow through on studies in development as outlined in Appendix 2, Table 2 
 We will apply to relevant NIHR (RfPB, PHR, HTA), EU (H2020) and RCUK grant schemes 

*in dentistry the scope for fully funded commercial studies is limited and these are likely to be conducted within NIHR portfolio projects as many of the large dental companies conduct their large projects in-house. 
 



Operational plan for 2015-16.  

2. We will support the current level of activity in non-portfolio adopted clinical studies with an aim to 
refocus efforts onto NIHR portfolio funded studies.  The number of studies will maintain or reduce 
with time. 

 
a) Continue to monitor appropriate databases to ensure we assess, and if appropriate, join existing 

national studies.   
 We will approach all relevant studies, with narrative explanation if the decision is not to join. 

b) Overall recruitment of 60% of target for ongoing studies and for new studies. ** 
c) Recruitment to time and target and the 70 day benchmark for all new studies will    reach STH 

benchmark of 80% 

** Not all studies are linear and narrative explanations will be provided in the yearly review as appropriate. 
 



Operational plan for 2015-16.  

3. To increase research capacity and activity within CCDH and ODRE amongst consultant and non-
consultant staff, we will: 

 
a) Provide at least one GCP training course in 2014-15 to ensure all consultants, clinicians in training 

have the opportunity to be trained.   
• Target is minimum one course run at capacity in-house, with signposting to NIHR-run 

training, with support for attendance. 
• We will maintain 50% of research active staff GCP trained. 

b) Maximise our uptake of new NIHR integrated academic trainees, depending on        
training capacity and in collaboration with the Clinical Director.  

c) Maintain our base of research active staff at the current level.  Target: 62  
d) Continue to provide research support by means of the Research Manager (target: still in post) 

and increase research nurse support to from 1 to 2FTE  across the directorate. 
 



Operational plan for 2014-15.  

4. Maintain our close working relationship with the SoCD to continue to develop interdisciplinary 
areas of research which include our areas of expertise. 
 We will submit at least one portfolio eligible grant drawing from expertise in ODRE, with an aim 

to move this to one per theme area by the end of the strategy period. 
 We will ensure cross representation of the AD on SoCD committee and DoR on ODRE, to ensure 

synergy of strategy and activity in both domains. 
 To encourage the integration of clinical components into PhD student projects 

 Target 2 per year 
 



Operational plan for 2014-15.  

5. To increase the potential impact of our research by increasing the overall quality of research output 
from both the ODRE and SoCD. 
a) We aim to publish the highest quality papers in the discipline. We do not envisage an increase in 

the overall number of papers published, but in keeping with the SoCD focus, we will increase 
quality of outputs. 
 Increase the proportion of REF 3* and 4* papers (this is an ongoing target) without 

discouraging the wider aims of scholarship, particularly within the clinical disciplines. 
b) Increase the visibility of the work of the Directorate/NHS input to SoCD Research day 

 Clinical Research presentations in the research days in March 2015 
 Work towards a join research day in 2016 

c) Increase impact outside the building 
 Consolidate ongoing collaborations with Engineering, social sciences, chemistry, by 

development of new joint projects  
 Engage the clinical research community with the ongoing SoCD initiative to systematically 

capture impact. 
 



Operational plan for 2015-16.  

6. Continue our strong relationships with local, national and international collaborators. 
a) Local – see previous   
b) Regional:  continue to build collaborative links with the Leeds Dental Institute to maximise reach 

and impact for our local communities.  
 One joint RCUK grant application in year 

c) National with participation in national studies – see 1d 
d) Continue representation on and interaction with NIHR LCRN, local and national speciality groups. 

 Continued membership of these groups 
e) Continue to foster International collaborations and funding, including H2020 and NIH 

 We will submit grants to H2020 and NIH in year 
 

7. Have PPI group(s) to help in developing patient involvement in our research.  
a) Develop PPI groups in activity areas where these are required.  

 Target:  to have an active PPI group by end 2014-15. 
 

 



Operational plan for 2014-15.  

 To use the results of the basic and applied research carried out by researchers within the School to 
inform the advancement of clinical excellence.  
 We will conduct a comprehensive review of all impact and public engagement activities by 

summer 2015.  Target: complete report by 3rdQ 2015. 
 We will work with the SoCD to produce an integrated impact and public engagement plan for 

both the clinical and non-clinical research activities, following the report in 7a 
 We will seek appropriate publication and press releases to disseminate our work (cross ref to 

point 4a). 
 

 



Appendix 1 – Table 1: NIHR Portfolio Clinical  
Research studies, current as dated.   
 Study Title and number ODRE PI Portfolio 

Number 
ODRE 
Recruitme
nt Target 

Recruitment 
in 14/15 

Total 
recruitmen
t to 
30/11/14  

Study Type Study Status 

STH15165 
What is the most effective method for providing 
orthodontic anchorage? A randomised clinical trial of 
headgear, Absoanchor mini-screws, palatal arch (HAP 
Study) 

Benson-PE 7460 10 0 9 Interventional: Clinical investigation or other study of a 
medical device 

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH15415 
Development of a child-centred caries specific measure of 
oral health related quality of life 

Gilchrist-F 14442 256 202 278 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH16231 
Next Generation components and systems for biomedical 
imaging 

Hunter-K 11975 40 9 12 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH16326 
Development of a self-help Cognitive Behaviour Therapy 
resource for the reduction of dental anxiety in young 
people 

Rodd-HD 15795 165 84 112 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH16442 
The remineralisation of eroded or carious dentine by 
infiltration with nanoparticles' 

Martin-N 13428 60 19 57 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH16592 
LIHNCS 

McKechnie
-A 

9621 20 Closed 3 Interventional: Other clinical trial or clinical 
investigation  

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH17096 
Assessment of quality of life in patients with hypodontia  

Benson-PE 13370 
  

50 1 21 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH17103 
Methyl donor status and oral HPV infection in young 
adults: importance to oropharyngeal cancer 

Brook-I 14106 
  

700 257 700 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Closed – in 
follow-up 

STH17248 
Decision aids in paediatric dental sedation: helping 
children choose what is right for them 

Rodd-HD 15125 56 0 23 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH17272 
Molecular Genetic Investigations of Amelogenesis 
Imperfecta 

Rodd-HD 14190 16 31 51 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH18346 
Do dental restorative materials containing plastics act as 
environmental pollutants? 

Mulligan-S 17586 30 0 0 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 



Appendix 1 – Table 2: Non-Portfolio Clinical  
Research studies, current as dated.   
 

Study Title and number ODRE PI ODRE 
Recruitme
nt Target 

Recruitment 
in 14/15 

Total 
recruitmen
t to 
30/11/14  

Study Type Study Status 

STH 13926  
Mechanisms of orofacial pain, histological, genomic and 
proteomic investigations 

Loescher-AR 280 8 101 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH14372  
Resin-modified glass ionomer or composite for 
orthodontic bonding? - a multi-centre, randomised, 
single blinded clinical trial 

Benson-PE 80 closed 66 Interventional: Clinical investigation or other study of a 
medical device 

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH15438 
Development of Tissue Engineered Models of the Oral 
Mucosa for the In Vitro Study of Oral Mucosal Disease 
and Oral Mucosal Responses. 

Brook-I 50/year 8 8 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH15753 
Biomarkers in Head and neck cancer and precancer: a 
pilot study for candidate biomarkers 

Hunter-K N/A 
archive 
tissue 

N/A archive 
tissue 

N/A 
archive 
tissue 

Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

N/A archive 
tissue 

STH16004 
Exploring young people's perspectives of orthodontic 
treatment 

Benson-PE 30 closed 15 (data 
saturation 
reached) 

Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH16266 
Development of a Condition Specific Measure of Oral 
Health Quality of Life for Children with Malocclusion 

Benson-PE 240 130 188 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH16280 
The use of biomarkers in the analysis and clinical 
management of Human Papillomavirus-positive 
oropharyngeal carcinoma 

Bolt-R N/A 
archive 
tissue 

N/A archive 
tissue 

N/A 
archive 
tissue 

Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

N/A archive 
tissue 

STH16290 
A comparison between the reproducibility of probing 
pocket depths recorded with manual and automated 
periodontal probes, in patients with periodontal disease. 

Griffiths-GS 30 Closed 30 tbc Closed – in 
follow-up 

STH16301 
Validity and acceptability of a pen-type laser 
fluorescence device for detection of proximal caries in 
primary teeth 

Deery-C 80 Closed 82 Tbc Closed – in 
follow-up 



Appendix 1 – Table 2: Non-Portfolio Clinical  
Research studies, current as dated.   
 

Study Title and number ODRE PI ODRE 
Recruitme
nt Target 

Recruitment 
in 14/15 

Total 
recruitmen
t to 
30/11/14  

Study Type Study Status 

STH16434 
Providing remote clinical consultations using superfast 
broadband connectivity 

Martin-N 75 52 52 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH17158 
Enzyme Biomarkers in Periodontal Disease 

Rawlinson-
AR 

100 33 82 Observational: Study limited to working with human 
tissue samples, other human biological samples and/or 
data 

Open to 
Recruitment 

STH17021 
Fresh tissue resources for head and neck cancer research 

Hunter-K           

STH17202 
From Compliance to Concordance in Orthodontic 
Treatment-Development of a Patient Decision Aid. 

Benson-PE 90 35 77 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

Closed - in 
follow-up 

STH18134 
A Pilot Study Investigating Oral Health Related Quality of 
Life Improvements in Removable Partial Denture 
Treatments for the Replacement of Missing Teeth 

Martin-N 12 12 12 Interventional: Clinical investigation or other study of a 
medical device 

Open to 
Recruitment 
Open to 
Recruitment 

STH18225 
Exploring the impact of orthognathic surgery on the 
Quality of Life of young adults 

Smith-K 120 10 10 Observational: Study administering 
questionnaires/interviews for quantitative analysis, or 
using mixed quantitative/qualitative methodology 

  



Appendix 1 – Table 3: Studies in set-up and grant applications  
until Dec 2014 

ODRE  PI Study Title and number Funder Study Type  Status 

Hunter-K STH16560 
Sheffield Bio bank 

Cancer Research UK, Weston Park Cancer Appeal, Yorkshire 
Cancer research 

Biobank Ethics approved, 
finances pending 

Mckechnie-A STH17167 
Support needs of caregivers for patients with head and neck cancer 

UoS Department Faculty of Medicine Devolved Funds Observational – 
questionnaire  

Application 
anticipated Feb 2015 

Boissonade-FM STH17220 
Characterisation of Novel Chemokine Lymphotactin and its Receptor 
in Trigeminal Sensitisation 

Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council Observational – waste 
tissue 

Funding awarded – 
potential portfolio 
study 

Loescher-AR STH18093 
The role of neutrophins in painful diabetic neuropathy 

UoS TBC Awaiting pilot data  

Hunter-K STH18122 
Stratified medicine in head and neck cancer patients - a feasibility 
study 

Weston Park Cancer Appeal     

Pollington STH18181 
Clinical performance of a novel veneering ceramic for dental 
restorations 

TBC – initial discussion with RDS about NIHR Interventional – clinical 
trial 

Application 
anticipated by end of 
2015 

Rodd-HD STH18192 
Helping children and families decide what is right for them: 
development of a decision aid for aid for dental extractions under 
general anaesthesia 

NIHR RfPB Mixed methodology Application 
submitted – awaiting 
result 

Patel-R STH18428 
A pilot randomised controlled trial of Conventional Implants vs Mini 
Implants used to retain full lower Dentures 

NIHR HTA Interventional – clinical 
trial 

Awaiting pilot data 
and feasibility screen 

Loescher-AR STH18481  
Diagnosis and conservative management of patients with 
temporomandibular joint dysfunction; a study comparing 
physiotherapy and dental specialist led care. 

NIHR – stream TBC Interventional – clinical 
trial 

Application 
anticipated April 
2015 

Martin-N STH18492 
Impression study 

 TUoS/3M Commercial Interventional 
– clinical trial 

Under negotiation  

Almela Thafar STH18551 
Development of 3D tissue engineered bone-oral mucosa composite 
model. 

O/S government funded Observational PhD project Ethics in preparation 

Benson P STH18632 
Does extraction of the primary canine correct the position of a 
palatally displaced maxillary permanent canine? A multi-centre RCT 

NIHR HTA Programme Interventional – clinical 
trial 

Application 
anticipated early 
2015 



Appendix 1 – Table 3: Studies in set-up and grant applications  
until Dec 2014 

ODRE  PI Study Title and number Funder Study Type  Status 

Robinson, Peter STH18703 
Response Shift in patients with Dental Implants Treatment  

O/S government funded Observational PhD project Ethics in preparation 

Afshin 
Yousefpour 

STH 18722 
Custom Oral Maxillofacial Reconstruction Using Technologies For 
Advanced Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Therapies (COMFORT) 

H2020 Mixed methodologies Application 
submitted – awaiting 
result 

Christopher 
Deery 

STH18721 
MODEX 

H2020 Mixed methodologies Application 
submitted – awaiting 
result 

Andrew 
Rawlinson 

STH187358 
What is the influence of our state of mind on the oral microbiome, 
systemic and oral health status?- periodontal disease as an exemplar 

MRC Observational large cohort 
study 

Application 
submission Jan 2015 

Adrian Jowett STH18742 
Oral histories and dentistry: Giving patients a voice  

Undergraduate student project  Observational – patient 
histories 

Ethics in preparation 

Fiona Dyer STH18746 
Early treatment of Class III malocclusion using Bone Anchored 
Maxillary Protraction, Multicentre RCT 

DB Orthodontics Ltd Interventional – non 
CTIMP  

Funding awarded, 
ethics submitted, 
potential portfolio 

Keith Hunter STH18744 
STANDARD 2020: Sheffield Training Network in molecular Diagnostics 
And Resource Development 

MRC Pathology Nodes Mixed methodologies EOI successful – full 
bid being prepared 

Keith Hunter STH18737 
Lab-On-A-Chip Phase II 

NIH/Delta Dental  Observational large cohort 
study 

Application 
submitted – awaiting 
result 

Alasdair 
McKechnie 

STH 18764 Exploring ways of improving Quality of Life for people with 
head and neck cancer and their families in South Yorkshire 

YCR Observational – 
questionnaire/focus 
groups 

Application 
submission Jan 2015 



Sheffield Teaching Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust 


