
RAPID 
The Research Advisory Panel for Infectious Diseases 

Our Group 

The role of the Panel is to give a lay 
perspective on and influence the research 
and service provision that is being 
undertaken within the Academic Directorate 
of Communicable Diseases.    
 

The purpose of the group is to consider the 
opinions of a diverse range of 
patients/carers.    
 

The panel meet 4 times a year to review new 
service provision, new ideas and new 
research projects. 
 

The group is always looking for new 
members to come on board. And have 
welcomed four new members  during the 
last year 

Our Research Service Provision 

Thank you to Sheffield Hospitals Charity for their Sponsorship 

Why get involved? 

There are many reasons why people decide 
to get involved in research and service 
review, for example: 

• You may have personal knowledge and 
experience of receiving care that you would 
like to be taken into account.  

•You may like to give something back to the 
hospital and help to influence the research 
and service changes undertaken to benefit 
others in the future.  

•You may like the opportunity to develop 
personal skills or to help to bring about 
improvements in health care.  

The focus of this panel is Hepatitis B, C and 
Community Infections  such as Tuberculosis,   
C-difficile, Influenza and  Meningitis . 
 
“It was a great help to discuss the      
information and consent forms with 
the group; it provided a much clearer 
explanation of the study without any 
jargon. “Dr Alicia Vedio (Chief 
Investigator of CATH B research study) 

If you would like further       
information on becoming a 
member of RAPID please contact: 
Sarah Moll 
Research Co-ordinator 
Telephone: 0114 2713910 
Email: sarah.moll@sth.nhs.uk 
Or 
Tracey Sutton 
Research Administrator 
Telephone: 0114 2711889 
Email: tracey.sutton@sth.nhs.uk 
Or you can write to: 
Dan Lawrence 
Clinical Research Office 
D Floor 
Royal Hallamshire Hospital 
Glossop Road 
Sheffield 
S10 2JF 

The panel have reviewed and amended 
various  Infectious Diseases outpatient 
letters and leaflets 

Future Aims 
We are continuing to improve the quality of  
research proposals in the Department of 
Infectious Diseases. 
 

We aim to increase the number of research  
proposals we review and help develop 
clinical excellence in  the Department of 
Infectious Diseases. 

“How interesting and rewarding it is 
to participate in the workings of our 
local hospital and to see how we, as 
individuals and as a group, can 
enhance and enrich the patient 
experience.” Rona (RAPID member) 

" It has been a great experience to 
be part of such diverse panel to 
contribute towards current 
research topics by understanding 
researcher needs & having 
interactive discussions.“ Imran  
Hussain  (RAPID member) 

" I wasn't sure what to expect when 
I joined the panel, but it's really  
interesting and great to be involved 
in new research projects. I feel like I 
am making a difference."           
Lorraine (RAPID chair) 

“Coming and talking to the people  
on the panel was  really helpful, it  
gave me fresh ideas  but also kept 
me grounded about what is 
important for patients.” Jo 
Nicholson (Psychologist in the early 
stages of planning a research study) 

“It’s a great opportunity to 
contribute in a small way to the 
important work of our local 
hospital.”  Roger (RAPID member) 

“The opportunity to convey my 
research plans and receive feedback 
from a fresh perspective proved 
invaluable, and led to a re-evaluation 
of my own communication.” Paul 
Morris (in the early stages of planning 
a research study) 


