
 

SECF – Our Group 
 

Independent, representing  

patients in clinical research 

studies relating to pre-hospital 

and emergency care. 

 

Group formally created in 2009.  

Members include service users, 

ambulance service 

representatives and medical 

students. 

 

Quarterly meetings  held at the 

School of Health and Related 

Research (ScHARR), or held at 

other suitable venues.  

Researchers attend to give 

progress reports, to discuss new 

proposals or to ask for advice on 

patient information 

materials/consent forms. 

 

Membership includes former 

members of Community Health 

Council, LINk, Healthwatch, 

U3A, Sheffield 50+ and other 

organisations interested in 

health matters. 

 

New members needed – warm 

welcome, easy access to 

meeting rooms, travel costs 

covered. 

 

For information, please contact 

Enid Hirst: 
 

E-mail 
 

stanenidhirst@hotmail.co.uk 
  
 

Website 
 

http://secf.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Research Involvement 
 

Our members have been involved in 

emergency care research studies for 

eleven years and, as a formal group, 

since 2009. 

 

Studies include: 

 

• EDARA:  Evaluating the Diversion 

of Alcohol-Related Attendances 

• ACUTE:  Trial of ambulance C-PaP 

use 

• VAN:  Variation in Ambulance  Non-

conveyance 

• closED:  Impact of closing 

Emergency Departments in 

England 

• DiPEP:  Diagnosis of Pulmonary 

Embolism in Pregnancy 

• Alcohol Treatment Centres study 

• PhOEBE:  Pre-hospital Outcomes 

for Evidence Based Evaluation 

• EASy:  Emergency Admissions 

Study 

• Decision Making and Safety in 

Emergency Care Transition 

• PAINTED2:  Pandemic Influenza 

Triage in the ED 

• PAINTED1:  Pandemic Influenza 

Triage in the ED 

• EDiT:  Evaluating the Impact of 

Doctors in Training 

• BYPASS:  Comparing triage & 

direct transfer to specialist centres 

with delivery to nearest hospital 

• AHEAD:  Monitoring anti-coagulated 

head injury patients 

• DAVROS:  Risk adjusted outcomes 

for emergency care systems 

• RATPAC:  Panel Assay of Cardiac 

Markers 

• NIAP:  National Infarct Angioplasty 

Pilots 

• ESCAPE:  Chest pain unit trials 

• NEECap:  Relating to Emergency 

Care Practitioners  

•  UWAIT:  A & E Waiting times 
 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Successes 
 

As a result of involvement we 

have seen improvements to 

NHS services and benefits to 

patients and have also helped to 

identify where changes or 

improvements needed to be 

made. 

 

We successfully founded our 

group after the government's 

insistence that all clinical 

research must have patient and 

public involvement. 

 

Gaining support, encouragement 

and continued interest from 

researchers. Invited to become 

members of steering groups or 

to be co-applicants on research 

studies.  

 

Involvement in studies from the 

design stage through to the 

dissemination of findings. As a 

group to advise MSc or PhD 

students when asked. 

 

Reviewing  of proposals relating 

to emergency care. Attendance 

at major and local conferences 

and events to give presentations 

on the role of the SECF and the 

importance of PPI in research.  

 

To meet with and learn from 

other PPI  groups and to access 

suitable training for all members. 

 

We aim for sustainability but 

long term funding remains a 

problem.  Help with 

administration of the group is 

much appreciated. 
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