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Executive Summary 
 
The Directorate of Specialised Cancer Services provides non-surgical oncology services to 
a  population of 1.8 million across South Yorkshire and North East Derbyshire. We believe 
that research should be a core directorate activity, because participation in clinical 
research gives cancer patients access to new and state-of-the-art treatments in carefully 
designed protocols. We flexibly support cancer trials across STH (in haematology, breast 
& thoracic surgery as well as oncology) and across the region, so that trials are available 
for the majority of our patients, whatever their postcode or primary tumour.  
 
All our studies are rigorously evaluated by national and international ethics and scientific 
review, ensuring they are of high quality and yield the maximum information and benefit 
to patients. The majority are on the NIHR portfolio. Our studies are also reviewed by the 
Cancer Clinical Trials Executive, which includes members of the North Trent Consumer 
Research Panel, to assess their feasibility and resource implications.  
 
In addition to having high participation rates in clinical trials, many of our staff are 
involved in trial development as chief or co-investigators on grant applications, members 
of trial management groups and independent data monitoring committees, or members 
of national and international trials groups. We support medical and other staff in clinical 
research fellowships, to foster new talent.  
 
Sheffield has a national and international reputation for clinical cancer research, 
evidenced by good trial recruitment, publications and clinical impact. Through 
participation in clinical research, Sheffield patients have contributed to the licensing and 
NICE approval of new treatments including rituximab, zoledronic acid, imatinib and 
denosumab.  
 
The academic directorate aims to maintain clinical trial recruitment, develop new study 
proposals and support new investigators, through close collaboration between NHS and 
university departments. Clinical Oncology (http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/oncology/units/co) 
belongs to the Department of Oncology in the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
of the University of Sheffield.  
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Background 

The Specialised Cancer Services Directorate in Sheffield Teaching Hospital is based at Weston 
Park Hospital (WPH) and provides non-surgical oncology services to patients aged ≥ 16 years 
with cancer across South Yorkshire and North East Derbyshire. The service is provided by 30 
consultant oncologists (including 4 academics) and affiliated staff.  
 
The catchment population is 1.8 million and the Directorate teams register more than 7000 
new cancer patients a year either at WPH or in oncology clinics across the district. Over 1400 
patients a year participate in cancer clinical trials, representing over 20% of incident cancers.  
 
Clinical research is regarded as part of the core business of the Directorate. Recruitment to 
clinical trials is reviewed at consultant job planning. All clinical staff are involved in clinical 
research and there is full integration of University and NHS based staff.  
 
In order to bridge the gap created be senior colleagues retirement and maintain momentum 
in clinical and translational research, the Directorate has recently agreed an innovative 
scheme to appoint two fixed term consultants, each with 20% of research time funded by 
charities (Sheffield Hospitals Charity and Weston Park Hospital Cancer Charity).  
 



Infrastructure 
The Directorate has a purpose built clinical research facility, the Cancer Clinical Trials Centre (CCTC) 
(http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/oncology/units/co/research/crc) funded jointly by the Weston Park Hospital 
Cancer Charity (WPHCC) and the University of Sheffield that provides facilities for the assessment of 
patients and office space for staff, with informatics support, a laboratory and specialist activities such as 
bone densitometry. It houses 20 research nurses, 14 data managers and 13 other trial staff, including trial 
co-ordinators, a research physicist, radiographers and pharmacists.  
 
A new Clinical Research Unit was opened at Weston Park Hospital in 2014. This was jointly funded by 
Weston Park Hospital Cancer Charity, Yorkshire Cancer Research and Westfield Health. It has increased 
capacity for giving outpatient research treatments.  
 
The CCTC provides infrastructure for the conduct of clinical trials in Sheffield and across the former North 
Trent Network. The CCTC supports clinical cancer research throughout STH, including haemato-oncology, 
breast surgery and thoracic surgery studies.  
 
The Directorate and CCTC host the Sheffield Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre (ECMC) 
(http://www.ecmcnetwork.org.uk/network-centres/sheffield), one of 19 translational research centres 
funded jointly by Cancer Research UK and the Department of Health. This funding was successfully 
renewed in 2011 for £1M over 5 years and provides infrastructure for early clinical trials and biomarker 
studies.  
 
The Cancer Clinical Trials Executive (CCTE) meets monthly to review recruitment metrics including 70-day 
benchmark. All new trial proposals are assessed for feasibility and resource implications. Membership of 
the CCTE includes all relevant professions and consumers.  
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Research Strengths 

The Directorate has a well-established track record in clinical research across a broad range of 
cancer sites and clinical situations. There is research activity in every tumour type, with a 
culture of clinical research in every clinic. The emphasis is on drug development and improving 
delivery of radiotherapy but there are also research interests in biomarker development, 
rehabilitation, late effects of cancer treatment and tumour imaging.  
 
More than 80% of our overall research activity and 95% of therapeutic trial recruitment is into 
NIHR approved trials. Recruitment is regularly around 1400 patients a year, with over 2500 in 
follow-up. 
 
Over 100 cancer clinical trials are open to recruitment at any time, of which at least 10 were 
designed and led by a local chief investigator.  
 
Active research awards within the Academic Unit of Clinical Oncology amount to a total of 
more than £6m. 33 grant applications were submitted in 2014-15, for a total of £2.4m.  
 
The academic directorate has strong links with the University of Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam 
University, with joint grants and several clinical research fellows (physicians, a nurse and a 
medical physicist) studying for higher degrees funded by Cancer Research UK, Yorkshire 
Cancer Research, NIHR and local charities.  
 



Research Strengths 

 
Academic and NHS consultant staff have a high publication output with more than 40 primary 
publications a year in high quality peer reviewed journals including The Lancet, Lancet 
Oncology, NEJM and Journal of Clinical Oncology. In addition, review articles raise the profile of 
clinical research Sheffield.  
 
Many of the senior staff are active members of European Organisation for Research & 
Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) and UK National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) Clinical Study 
Groups. Several have been office holders. They also participate in Data Monitoring and Safety 
Boards, Trial Steering Committees and Trial Management Groups. They give invited lectures at 
national and international meetings. These ensure the reputation of Sheffield Teaching 
Hospitals at the forefront of cancer research.  
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Research aims & objectives  

To maintain and develop a broad portfolio of cancer clinical trials that will meet the objectives 
of the NIHR and give Sheffield patients access to state-of-the-art and new treatments, 
whatever their tumour type. We will meet the targets set by the NIHR and Clinical Research 
Network: Yorkshire & Humber to set up and recruit to time & target.  
 
To collaborate with partners in the Yorkshire and Humber Academic Health Science Network 
and Clinical Research Network: Yorkshire & Humber to offer niche trials to rare patient 
subgroups strategically across the region.  
 
To appoint new consultants with research training and enthusiasm to develop clinical research 
proposals. We will support directorate members in developing research proposals and grant 
applications through the strategic use of research time. The recent establishment of the 
Yorkshire Cancer Research Early Clinical Trials Unit (a joint enterprise between the Universities 
of Leeds, Sheffield, York & Hull) offers a route to developing new trial proposals.  
 
To strengthen clinical research in the priority areas identified by the University of Sheffield 
Tooke report, including genome biology, bone oncology and the tumour microenvironment. 
These areas require development to maintain the internationally competitive work which 
contributed to the success of Sheffield in the REF 2014 assessment.  
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Research aims & objectives  

To achieve renewal of funding for the Sheffield ECMC at the quinquennial review in 2016. This 
will require sustained delivery of early phase trials and biomarker studies. The capacity for 
such studies has been substantially increased through opening the new Clinical Research Unit 
at WPH. We will work closely with the Clinical Research Facility to demonstrate synergy from 
the two funding streams. This will be critical to the success of a re-application for Cancer 
Research UK Centre status.  
 
To support multiprofessional involvement in research e.g. nurses, physicists and Health Care 
Professionals to apply for research fellowships. We will support research into service 
development including planning and delivery of radiotherapy and follow-up of late effects of 
cancer treatment. We will encourage experienced staff from every discipline to participate in 
national and international trial groups.  
 
To support patient and public involvement in research. The North Trent Consumer Research 
Panel has had close links with the CCTC since its inception. Consumer members sit on the 
Cancer Clinical Trials Executive that evaluates all clinical trial proposals, and on the Sheffield 
ECMC Executive. The panel will continue to provide comments on research proposals and 
information sheets, to ensure transparency in research governance.  
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Patient and Public Involvement 

The North Trent Consumer Research Panel has had close links with the Cancer Clinical Trials 
Centre since its inception and works to promote the involvement of the public in health 
research. Their aim is to increase and improve collaboration between patients, carers, and the 
public who have practical knowledge about the management of their conditions, and the 
healthcare professionals who ask questions about whether a condition can be better 
managed, and how can patient outcomes be improved 
  
For further information please go to http://www.ppihr.org.uk/  
 
Consumer members sit on the Cancer Clinical Trials Executive that evaluates all clinical trial 
proposals, and on the Sheffield ECMC Executive. The panel will continue to provide comments 
on research proposals and information sheets, to ensure transparency in research 
governance.  
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Annual plan for 2015-16  

•Obtain commitment of the directorate executive group to sustaining excellence in clinical research as a 
directorate priority and to supporting staff from all professional groups in engaging with the research 
agenda.  
 
•Maintain research activity within Sheffield and across South Yorkshire & North East Derbyshire in line 
with the recruitment targets set by the NIHR for both academic and industry studies. 
 
•Develop translational research and new drug development through the ECMC initiative. To include 
increasing phase I/II research activity by 20% and the submission of at least 4 Expressions of Interest for 
new studies to Cancer Research UK and at least two trial proposals to Cancer Research UK for funding  
 
•Support the Sheffield bid for ECMC status renewal in 2016. The Directorate is critical to the clinical 
research stream of the cancer research strategy.  
 
•Develop research workforce strategy including succession planning for retirements.  
 
•Develop cancer research infrastructure, to include meeting requirements for radiology & pathology 
support and succession plans for key staff. 
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