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CONSOLIDATING RESEARCH AMBITION 
 

In March 2018, the Combined Community and Acute (CCA) Care Group was once again awarded Academic Status, following a 

significant year of clinical academic activity that represented all four Directorates building on previous experience and increasing 

capacity to undertake research. 

Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) remained at the heart of our effort, continuing to generate feedback and advice on research 

questions with, in some cases, PPI panel members actively collaborating on projects and programmes.  The Community Elders PPI 

Panel is now well established and includes members who have experience to share in terms of hospital, community and 

intermediate care.  The publication of the evaluation activity within the Therapeutics and Palliative Care PPI Panel was an 

important output, reflecting the rigor and ambition of our PPI activity.  Following a review of activity, the Stroke PPI Panel has been 

re-formed and will soon become a formal, regular, face-to-face event. 

A significant success was the achievement of more than 450 patient recruits into research studies, in particular studies where the 

Care Group were invited to open as clinical sites in community services.  The 100% increase in patient recruitment represented a 

focus on bigger studies and trials rather than increased site opening.  The opportunities for study site opening and commercial 

studies is actively shared with services and continues to be an important objective.  In particular, the portfolio studies represent a 

career development opportunity for new researchers and junior staff. 
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Active engagement and an emphasis on developing research careers across all professions and services has been increasingly challenging in 2017, as service pressures 

and operational management pressures increased.  Service leads on the Research Implementation Group (RIG) have continued to support the Research Forums that in 

2017/18 were strongly attended and offered important networking, learning and grant application opportunities.  Two new forums have come together: the city-wide 

Sheffield Palliative Care Research Network and the Geriatric and Stroke Research Forum.  Both groups have been brought together by research leaders across the CCA 

Care Group and represent the ability of STH staff to generate collaborative discussions to generate original, clinically oriented research questions.  GSM has generated 

two new proposals, and in keeping with all forums will generate new bids and proposals for fellowship applications and individual grants. 

Significant development activity for individual staff and services has been generated through a range of secondment and exchange activity that, for those concerned, 

has built skills, knowledge and awareness of the wider opportunity for research to drive service improvement and clinical effectiveness.  Congratulations to all staff who 

have delivered a project, written up a research project or submitted an application for funding or a fellowship.  Continuing resilience and the quality of applications will 

be the hallmark of the CCA Care Group research offer. 

We continue to communicate the benefits and opportunities that research offers to individuals and services.  The goal is to increase partnerships with academic 

colleagues who will collaborate with us on new and diverse opportunities that bring back benefits in terms of research outcomes and learning. 

  

The following report outlines some of the particular highlights from 2017/18. 
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RESEARCH PROGRAMMES IN CCA CARE GROUP 
These studies were externally funded research or portfolio adopted sites opened in 2017/18 led by CCA clinical academics. The CCA are Group prides itself on collaboration and co-

delivery of studies. A full list and detail of all research studies is provided in the Appendix. 

Funder Title of Study Acronym Principal 

Investigator in STH 

Key Academic Collaborator 

Medical Research 

Council 

Using Virtual Reality as a distraction technique to reduce pain 

during burn treatments. 

VR Pain reduction for 

burn treatments 

Orla Fehily Ivan Phelan, Sheffield Hallam 

University 

NIHR WoundTec HTC Investigating the benefits of a 3D camera for recording healing 

wound dimensions 

3D camera study for 

wound monitoring 

Kevin Doyle Dr Karen Kilner, Dr Sally 

Fowler-Davis, Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Stroke Association How does variation in assessment and clinical management of 

dysphagia in acute stroke affect development of stroke-associated 

pneumonia (SAP)? 

 Sabrina Eltringham Prof Karen Sage, Sheffield 

Hallam University 

Nutricia An evaluation of the tolerance, compliance and acceptability of a 

ready to use, liquid, high energy, high protein, peptide-based feed 

for adults in need of nutrition support – a pilot study 

HEHP16 Sean White  

The Stroke 

Association Junior 

Fellowship 

Aphasia Therapeutic Alliance Measure (ATAM): Development and 

preliminary psychometric evaluation 

ATAM Caroline Haw Michel Lawton, University of 

Manchester, Prof Karen Sage, 

Sheffield Hallam University 
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PATIENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN CCA CARE GROUP RESEARCH 
 

The CCA Care Group has continued to grow its Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) over 2017/18. This has been particularly seen in the iGSM PPI network which 

has been utilised considerably over the past 12 months, with researchers and the public engaged through our remote-access Stroke PPI Database, awareness 

events and consultation with local voluntary sector and charitable groups such as ‘Different Strokes’, and most recently the formation of a Stroke-specific 

Research Advisory Focus Group.  

The STH-run Stroke and Aphasia Research Advisory Group is in the process of being set up, with the initial meeting to take place in October 2018 and hoping to 

meet in a community setting 3 or 4 times per year.  The current group membership are keen to promote aphasia friendly research across the Trust, provide input 

on Stroke specific projects and carry out activities around research prioritisation and co-production in the future. 

The Therapeutics and Palliative Care Patient Public Involvement Panel has continued to meet 4 times a year. It continues to attract new members and has provided in-

depth feedback on a number of studies. The panel also encourages researchers to report back on the findings of their studies and has ensured that every meeting 

includes feedback on studies that have been completed. A highlight for the panel has been the publication of an article in Research Involvement and Engagement. This 

article shared the findings of the impact the panel is making to research and was written by the panel members themselves. 

The Community Elders Panel (CEP) consists of members of the public aged over 75, resident in Sheffield and with limited mobility. Currently eight members are 

involved, representing a range of socioeconomic backgrounds, genders and health conditions, including one BME member. Unlike other PPI panels, members are 

visited in their own homes to negate travel and fatigue.  

Five studies have been presented to the CEP for consultation with researchers stating they received useful and insightful feedback, some being successful in 

gaining funding/approval, and all stating they would use the panel again. The impact on panel members has also been positive, with satisfaction being expressed 

at being able to contribute to improved healthcare and “feeling useful”. 

Members of the PPI panels have gone on to be involved in wider PPI activity throughout the Trust and academic settings, such as sitting on steering groups for research 

studies, representing PPI at consultation events such as the opening of the new Biomedical Research Centre (BRC) in Sheffield, and becoming involved in local PPI 

initiatives around communication and the new INVOLVE guidance. 

The sustainability of the panels is also important. With this in mind future plans include income generation via a small charge to consult the panels from 

researchers outside the care group, and to support all researchers to appropriately cost PPI in their proposals. 
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TECHNOLOGY IN HEALTH EVENTS WITH 

SHEFFIELD HALLAM UNIVERSITY 
Two technology events were run in October and March for clinicians 

from the CCA Care Group at the Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre 

(AWRC), Sheffield Hallam University.  

They were coordinated by Christina King (Business Development 

Manager) and Steve Haake (Director) from the Research Centre. 

Presentations and demonstrations were given of the different 

technologies available for clinical application including telecare, physical 

activity, scanning and biomarkers. 

This was a great opportunity for clinicians to spend time alongside 

academic colleagues to discuss how joint working and the use of 

different technologies could help us to approach clinical research 

questions in an exciting new way. As a result of these events a number of 

projects have been developed including Dr John Hart and Professor Sue 

Pownall’s dysphagia and fluid testing project and Professor Charmaine 

Child’s biomarkers and thermal comfort in care homes study. 

QUOTE FROM JIM GORDON – CHAIR OF THERAPEUTICS AND PALLIATIVE CARE PPI PANEL 

“I am sure our panel's contribution within this strategy will continue to reflect the step change that is already underway in our Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) in the 

Group's comprehensive research program .This is because involvement for us is increasingly progressing to more active participation in research studies, and working 

collectively with hospital staff in meaningful co-production such as designing methods to evaluate our own effectiveness. 

This has resulted in us sharing out findings on our impact as a panel by writing a paper on PPI from the patient perspective which has been published in Research 

Involvement and Engagement and can be read through open access on line. We have also had an abstract published by Research Involvement and Engagement on how our 

work in support of researchers has benefited from patient/staff co-production following a poster presentation we made on this at the national NHS "Involve" Conference on 

research. Through all of this, and our continuing membership at strategic level of the Directorate's Academic Board, I am confident in saying a strong patient endorsement 

will underpin and help deliver this important strategy within the Trust.” 

https://researchinvolvement.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40900-018-0095-1 

https://researchinvolvement.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40900-018-0095-1
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Promoting Physical Activity for Patients with Pulmonary Hypertension  
Carol Keen, Clinical Specialist Physiotherapist in Pulmonary Hypertension 

Carol is a specialist physiotherapist who has been working to promote physical activity in patients with Pulmonary Hypertension (PH) – a rare lung disease which 

leaves patients short of breath. 

In her clinical work she is exploring the feasibility of engaging patients in exercise through referral or self-management and motivation.  This evaluation will 

demonstrate the acceptability and safety of using existing exercise schemes in patients with PH, and open the door to more patients being able to benefit from 

this intervention.  She recently started a doctoral fellowship – sponsored jointly by Sheffield Hallam University and Sheffield Teaching Hospitals – to reinforce her 

clinical work with research evidence and explore in depth the suitability of exercise rehabilitation in patients with pulmonary hypertension.  She is also a co-

applicant on a multi-centred bid for HTA (Health Technology Assessment) funding to conduct a randomised controlled trial in this area of work.  Carol has 

recently had accepted for publication an article outlining the current role of physiotherapists in patients with PH, the gap between current provision and existing 

research evidence and demonstrating the potential for further developments in this area. 

CLINICAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH IMPACT 

Vignettes demonstrating the difference that research makes in practice within the CCA Care Group… 

 

Research into the impact of Palliative Care ‘Champions’ HEE Fellowship and Service Benefits  
Helen Blomfield, Occupational Therapist  

Helen Blomfield, an Occupational Therapist within Sheffield Health and Social Care, is looking forward to starting a 12 month secondment with Health Education 

England this in August as an Education, Research and Innovation Leadership Fellow.  

 

Helen started to develop an interest in research when she saw how it can be used to facilitate and measure service improvements. For the past year she has 

been the principle investigator for the research project ‘Does the introduction of a palliative care champion improve staff confidence and improve outcomes for 

patients?’.  Jane Manson, a Physiotherapist with Sheffield Teaching Hospital, is the Chief Investigator for this research project and she gained research experience 

following the NIHR funder route to complete an MSc in Clinical Research.  Jane was successful in gaining funding from the STH charitable fund aimed at building 

research capacity.  This is the first time that Allied Health Professionals (AHPs) and Intermediate Care have undertaken research and the response from all the 

clinicians involved has been very positive.  Helen explains “Initially I had reservations about getting involved in research because I didn’t feel ‘academic’ but I 

quickly realised that my experience of project management and many of the other skills I’ve grown over my 24 years as an Occupational Therapist are 

transferable to research. I still have a great deal to learn but I’m very grateful for the expert support I have received and I am looking forward to continuing my 

research journey with Health Education England from August”. 



7 

 

 

Building Academic Partnerships to investigate the use of Immersive Virtual Reality Experiences for Burns Patients  
Nathan Babiker, Senior Clinical Psychologist 

Clinical Psychologists from the Department of Psychological Services and the multidisciplinary Burns Unit in Northern General Hospital built a successful partnership with 

researchers from Sheffield Hallam University and the University of Sheffield to research the effectiveness of a Virtual Reality (VR) headset displaying immersive experiences 

such as games and relaxing scenes in reducing the pain caused by dressing changes.  Burns patients require regular dressing changes which can be very distressing and often 

require strong painkillers to manage the physical discomfort.  These painkillers are not always effective and can lead to unpleasant side-effects.  This project gained funding 

from the Medical Research Council (MRC) to trial the feasibility of using a portable VR setup in an inpatient setting.  Five patients with burn injuries were recruited and 

underwent three studied dressing changes, one without VR and two with different types of VR experiences.  The initial results suggested that patients found the VR headset 

easy to use and a helpful way to distract themselves from the pain of dressing changes.  This was a positively received feasibility trial that has led to the development of a 

larger, multi-site, controlled trial across several burns units in the North of England. 

 

Academic Role Exchange  
Dr Joanna Ulley, ST3, Geriatric & Stroke 

“I am a Specialty Registrar in Geriatric and Stroke Medicine, and undertook a half-day a week secondment to work with Sheffield Hallam University Centre for Health Service 

Research to produce a systematic review. Polypharmacy, and the associated adverse drug events such as non-adherence to prescriptions, is a common problem for elderly 

people living with multiple comorbidities.  Deprescribing – i.e. the gradual withdrawal from medications with supervision by a healthcare professional – is regarded as a means 

of reducing adverse effects of multiple medications, including non-adherence. The review examines the evidence for deprescribing as an effective strategy for improving 

medication adherence amongst older, community dwelling adults. This position has given me the opportunity to work collaboratively with colleagues at the University, a 

consultant in Geriatric Medicine and two clinical Pharmacists in order to coordinate the project. We are in the process of writing up our findings, and have submitted an 

abstract for consideration at the British Geriatrics Society Autumn meeting.” 

Secondments into CLAHRC and the GRIP Project  
Gavin Church, Senior Physiotherapist 

“I am a physiotherapist on the Community Stroke Service. My MSc dissertation at Sheffield Hallam was developed further with the support of a year secondment under Sue 

Mawson and Jack Parker at the CLAHRC office. While there I successfully completed a systematic review of the literature investigating whether group based exercise 

interventions improve activity performance and participation in activities of daily living, and also whether the intensity of the intervention plays a role in changing these 

factors.  I had the opportunity to plan a follow up study and integrate this into a pre-doctorial fellowship application, and host a PPI event with a group of physiotherapists 

interested in neurology to gain their insight to exercise post stroke.    

As my secondment finished with the CLAHRC office an opportunity arose to support Dr Ali with a Getting Research Into Practice (GRIP) project looking at exercise uptake in 

stroke survivors. This involved 5 co-produced workshops with support from the research design team at Sheffield Hallam University to investigate barriers and facilitators to 

exercise after stroke, solutions to the problems and integrating exercise and activity interventions into the stroke pathway. I have been luckily enough to present the findings 

of the work from CLAHRC at various conferences and looking to present both pieces of work at the UK Stroke Conference this year.” 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH OBJECTIVES - Performance Summary   
 

Objectives 2017/2018 

Target 

2017/18 Performance 2018/19 

Year to date Target 

1 Number of Research Active Staff 50 57 50 

2 Number of Research Publication 30 35 30 

3 Number of grants submitted 15 16 15 

4 Number of grants awarded 5 1 5 

5 Total value of successful grant applications £150,000 £105,000 £150,000 

6 Grant and Commercial Income  £108,207  

7 Other Funding Sources Supporting Delivery   £63,458  

8 Number of Active  Portfolio Studies 22 16 22 

9 Patient Accruals to Portfolio Studies 300 403 300 

10 70 day benchmark (%) 80% 83% 80% 

11 Recruitment to Time and Target (%) 80% - 80% 

12 Number of Infrastructure Staff  26  

13 Number of Contribution Staff  24  

 

Directorate Commentary on Performance: 

The CCA Care Group has continued to engage 

with staff and managers, patients and carers to 

achieve clinical academic outcomes and continues 

to build capacity. These activities are undertaken 

with a lean research infrastructure and in 

collaboration with universities and the Clinical 

Research and Innovation Office (CRIO). New 

capacity is growing especially in community teams 

and across geriatric and stroke pathways.  

We have met all our targets for research active, 

infrastructure and contribution staff, and this has 

significantly increased since 16/17 indicating the 

growing research capacity across the Care Group. 

We continue to support applications to National 

Institute for Health Research (NIHR) 

internships/fellowships and successfully 

supported two pre-masters, two masters in 

clinical research and three applications to the 

NIHR doctoral programmes.  

 We met our publication target and the target for research grant submissions. Of particular note is the initiative (supported by the Research Design Service) to present 

more high quality Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) applications. This year we will have achieved three RfPB submissions led by our clinical academic staff. We have 

met our grant and commercial income target overall.  We have consistently sought to open all new portfolio studies made available to us, either in collaboration with 

other directorates or within the Care Group and have investigated 35 potential studies to open; recognising that all do not come to fruition due to a number of external 

factors, though we are pleased to report that we have PIs available and this number is growing.  We can also report a continuing increase in our patient recruitment with 

larger studies being managed successfully.   
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APPENDIX 

Funder Portfolio Title of Study Acronym PI in STH Team Involved Academic 
Collaborators 

Expected 
Completion 

Abbeyfield Yes A literature and consensus based approach to 

the development of a dysphagia 

management protocol in the care home 

setting 

Development of 

a dysphagia 

management 

protocol in Care 

Homes. 

Sue Pownall Sue Pownall, Liz 

Barnett 

CHSCR - Sheffield 

Hallam University 

Jan-19 

Alzheimer's 

Society 

Yes How being obliged, prepared and willing 

influences family carer wellbeing (Caregiving 

HOPE study) 

Caregiving HOPE 

study 

Ali Ali Emily King Clinical Research 

Network 

Sep-18 

AO Spine 

Foundation 

Yes Prognostic Factors and Therapeutic Effects of 

Surgical Treatment for Traumatic Spinal 

Column Injury with Spinal Cord 

 

Injury: A Prospective, Observational 

European Multicentre Study - (SCIPOEM) 

The SCI-POEM 

Study V1.0 

Pradeep 

Thumbikat 

Sarah Leighton   Dec-18 

Canbex 

Therapeutics Ltd 

Yes A Phase II Proof of Concept (PoC), Double-

Blind, Randomised, Placebo-controlled Study 

to Evaluate the Efficacy, Safety, and 

Pharmacokinetics of VSN16R for the 

Treatment of Spasticity in Subjects with 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Canbex Siva Nair Kate Lavender, Kay 

Crosland, Sri 

Gullapall 

University of 

Sheffield 

Aug-17 
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Cancer Research 

UK 

Yes Exercise training as a novel primary therapy 

for men with localised prostate cancer: the 

PANTERA trial (Prostate cAncer Novel 

ThERApy) 

PANTERA Derek 

Rosario 

Richard Stevenson CESR Sheffield 

Hallam University 

Jul-17 

Cancer Research 

UK 

Yes DARS – A Phase III randomised multicentre 

study of dysphagia optimised intensity 

modulated radiotherapy (Do-IMRT) versus 

standard intensity modulated radiotherapy 

(S-IMRT) in head and neck cancer. 

DARS Bernadette 

Foran 

Jane Thornton Institute of Cancer 

Research Marsden 

Hospital London 

Nov-22 

CLAHRC YH and 

Sheffield CCG 

No The PodPAD Project - To evaluate the 

introduction of a public health approach to 

Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) using 

National Centre for Sport and Exercise 

Medicine facilities. 

PodPAD Lisa Farndon Lisa Farndon Sheffield CCG, Y&H 

CLAHRC 

Aug-17 

Collaboration for 

Leadership in 

Applied Health 

Research and 

Care (CLAHRC) 

No Use of the SMART COPD physical activity app 

in pulmonary rehabilitation: a randomised 

feasibility study. 

SMART COPD Cath 

O'Connor 

Danny Hind Sheffield Clinical 

Trials Unit 

Dec-18 

Deafness Support 

Network 

No Hearing loss and cognitive decline in ageing   Annalena 

Venneri 

  University of 

Sheffield 

Apr-18 

Dunhill Medical 

Trust 

Yes An observational study to assess thermal 

comfort of frail older people in a care home 

setting 

Thermal imaging 

in old and frail in 

the community 

Ali Ali Sally Fowler Davis, 

Charmaine Childs, 

Emily King 

CHSCR Sheffield 

Hallam University 

Apr-19 
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Economic and 

Social Research 

Council 

Yes Living well and enhancing active life: the 

IDEAL study  

Living well and 

enhancing active 

life: the IDEAL 

study  

Annalena 

Venneri 

  University of 

Sheffield 

Dec-18 

EU Commission 

FP7 

Yes Assessment of age and disease related 

cognitive impairment in normal volunteers 

and people with degenerative and vascular 

brain disease and assessment of the potential 

neuroplastic effect of non-pharmacological 

treatment. 

Improving 

detection and 

prevention of 

cognitive decline 

in ageing 

Annalena 

Venneri 

  University of 

Sheffield 

Feb-18 

HTA Programme Yes Cognitive Rehabilitation of Attention and 

Memory for people with Multiple Sclerosis 

(CRAMMS): A pragmatic randomised 

controlled trial 

CRAMMS Basil 

Sharrack 

Claire Isaac University of 

Sheffield 

Oct-17 

Jessop Wing 

Small Grant 

No A comparison of termination of pregnancy 

procedures: Patient choice, emotional impact 

and satisfaction with care 

ToPS Joanne 

Fletcher 

Adam Saradjian, 

Jennifer Heath, 

Rebecca Mitten 

STH Charity 

Foundation 

Sep-17 

Juvenile Diabetes 

Research 

Foundation 

Yes Beyond education: A Hypoglycaemia 

Awareness Restoration Programme for 

people with type 1 diabetes and problematic 

hypoglycaemia persisting despite optimised 

self-care (HARPdoc) 

HARP.doc Simon Heller Carla Gianfrancesco Kings College Oct-20 

Medical Research 

Council 

Yes Using Virtual Reality as a distraction 

technique to reduce pain during burn 

VR Pain 

reduction for 

Orla Fehily Orla Fehily, Nathan 

Babiker, Ivan Phelan 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Dec-17 
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treatments. burn treatments 

MRC Yes Dementia Carers Instrument Development 

(DECIDE)  Workstream 1: Phase 3 

Psychometric evaluation 

DECIDE Annalena 

Venneri 

  University of 

Sheffield 

Dec-17 

NIHR Yes CBT vs Standardised Medical Care to treat 

Dissociative Seizures 

CODES Markus 

Reuber 

Nat Jones University of 

Sheffield 

Jul-18 

NIHR Yes Exploring the Feasibility of Implementing a 

Supervised Exercise Training and 

Compression Hosiery Intervention in Patients 

with Venous Ulceration (FISCU) 

  Brenda King Markos Klonizakis Sheffield Hallam 

University 

May-17 

NIHR Yes Occupational Therapy Environmental 

assessment and falls [OTIS] 

OTIS Ali Madden-

Fitzgibbon 

Laura Evans York CITU Oct-19 

NIHR Yes Improving quality of life and swallowing 

function in patients with head and neck 

cancer: Development and feasibility of a 

Swallowing Intervention Package (SiP) – 

Phase 2. 

SiP 2 Bernadette 

Foran 

Jane Thornton University of Stirling Feb-17 

NIHR Yes A pilot study of the DAFNEplus (Dose 

Adjustment for Normal Eating) intervention 

for adults with type 1 diabetes 

  Simon Heller Carla Gianfrancesco University of 

Sheffield 

Aug-18 
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NIHR Health 

Services Research 

Programme 

Yes Evaluation of the clinical and cost-

effectiveness of Short-term Integrated 

Palliative Care Services (SIPC) to OPTIMISE 

CARE for people severely affected by 

neurological conditions (OPTCARE Neuro) 

OPTCARE Ellie Smith St Luke's Hospice Kings College Mar-18 

NIHR HTA 

Programme 

Yes Does early referral of patients with 

metastastic non-small cell lung CA to UK 

specialist palliative care services make a 

difference to their quality of life or survival- 

SPECIAL 

SPECIAL Sarah 

Danson 

Ellie Smith University of 

Sheffield, University 

of Birmingham 

Aug-17 

NIHR HTA 

Programme 

Expected Behavioural activation therapy for treating 

post-stroke depression: a feasibility 

randomised controlled trial 

  Kirsty 

Harkness 

Emma Richards, 

Jane Barton, Josh 

Maybin 

University of 

Nottingham 

Apr-17 

NIHR HTA 

Programme 

Yes Cost effectiveness of aphasia computer 

treatment versus usual stimulation (definitive 

study) BIG CACTUS 

BIG CACTUS Natascha 

Ullrich 

Rebecca Palmer University of 

Sheffield 

May-17 

NIHR HTA 

Programme 

Yes Radiation versus Observation following 

surgical resection of Atypical Meningioma: a 

randomised controlled trial (The ROAM trial). 

The ROAM Trial Yahia Al-

Tamimi 

Jane Royle, Sophie 

Payne, Claire Tooth 

University of 

Liverpool 

Sep-24 

NIHR Integrated 

Clinical Academic 

Programme 

No Health care professionals perceptions of their 

practice in the promotion of physical activity 

amongst people with myeloma 

  Lauren Smith Sionnadh McClean Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Jun-18 
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NIHR Invention 

for Innovation 

(i4i) Programme 

Yes STAR – Speech Therapy Apps for 

Rehabilitation. 

STAR Sue Pownall Kate Fryer Barnsley Health 

Technology 

Collaborative 

Jun-17 

NIHR Policy 

Research 

Programme 

Yes Evaluation of medical examiners’ review to 

identify potentially avoidable deaths due to 

problems in care 

Safety for 

Patients through 

Quality Review 

(SPQR) 

Alan Fletcher Jo Coster ScHARR May-19 

NIHR Programme 

Grants 

Expected Development of the DAFNEplus intervention: 

User Testing Study 

  Simon Heller Carla Gianfrancesco University of 

Sheffield 

Feb-18 

NIHR RfPB Yes Is it feasible to conduct a randomised 

controlled trial of pre-transplant exercise 

(prehabilitation) for multiple myeloma 

patients awaiting autologous stem cell 

transplantation? 

PReEMPT Sue Mawson Carol Keen Y&H CLAHRC Oct-18 

NIHR WoundTec 

HTC 

Yes Investigating the benefits of a 3D camera for 

recording healing wound dimensions 

3D camera study 

for wound 

monitoring 

Kevin Doyle Brenda king, Sally 

Fowler Davis, 

Carolyn Taylor, 

Karen Kilner 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Oct-19 

Nutricia Yes Investigating the Energy Requirements of 

Spinal Cord Injured Patients 

  Kidangalil 

Mathew 

Carolyn Taylor Industry Dec-19 

Nutricia Yes Evaluating the tolerance, safety and 

acceptability of PKU GMPro, a whey protein 

derived feed for the dietary management of 

phenylketonuria in children and adults – a 

pilot trial. 

GMP drink for 

PKU study 

Melanie Hill   Industry Apr-17 
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Reapplix Aps Expected LEUCOPATCH® in the management of hard-

to-heal diabetic foot ulcers 

LEUCOPATCH Rajiv Gandhi Lisa Farndon Industry Aug-17 

ReNeuron Ltd Yes A Phase II Simon Two Stage Efficacy Study of 

Intracerebral CTX0E03 DP in Patients with 

Stable Paresis of the Arm Following an 

Ischaemic Stroke. 

PISCES II Arshad Majid Charlotte 

Beardsworth 

Industry Nov-18 

Ryder Briggs 

Charitable Trust 

No Multi-channel Stimulation for Post Stroke 

Spasticity (MUSTS): A randomised controlled 

cross over feasibility trial. 

MUSTS Siva Nair Kate Lavender, 

Linda Strachen 

STH Charity Nov-19 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

No A Study Investigating Whether Vitamin and 

Mineral Supplementation Enhances Cognitive 

Outcome in Mild to Moderate Brain Injury, 

Compared to a Control Group 

Micronutrient 

Intervention 

Effects on 

Cognitive 

Outcomes in 

Post-Acute TBI 

Carolyn 

Taylor 

Carolyn Taylor, 

Rebecca Dennis, 

Lynne Barker 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Sep-17 

Sheffield 

Hospitals 

Charitable Trust 

No Feasibility Study to Investigate the Potential 

Reduction of Bone Mineral Density Loss in 

Spinal Cord Injured Patients Using Ekso 

Therapy 

Ekso Bone 

Mineral Density 

Study 

Kidangalil 

Mathew 

Suki Wong STH Charity Jul-18 

Sheffield 

Hospitals Charity 

Small Grants 

No Does Introduction of a Palliative Care 

Champion Improve Staff Confidence and 

Improve Outcomes for patients? – A Pilot 

Study 

  Helen 

Blomfield 

Jane Manson, Helen 

Blomfield, Angela 

Tod 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Jul-18 
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STH Directorate 

Gastroenterology 

Research Fund 

No An open-label study assessing the clinical 

response to a gluten-free diet in patients with 

irritable bowel syndrome, in whom overt 

coeliac disease has been excluded 

Gluten Free Diet 

In Irritable Bowel 

Syndrome 

Dave 

Sanders 

Nick Trott   Aug-18 

STH NHS FT No Understanding the barriers and facilitators to 

participation in an organised exercise 

programme after transient ischaemic attack 

(TIA) and non-disabling stroke (NDS) – a 

qualitative study. 

EX-TIA-NDS Ali Ali Ali Ali, Rachel 

Farrell, Beth Moyle 

  Aug-18 

STH NHSFT No UK Survey of the use of Mechanical 

Insufflation-Exsufflation in the Adult Intensive 

Care Unit 

UK Survey of the 

use of MI-E in 

Adult Critical 

Care 

Matt Cox Gareth Cornell, 

Nicki Garner, Sarah 

Harkes 

  Sep-18 

STH NHSFT No A clinical trial evaluating the feasibility and 

acceptability of orthotic shorts for walking 

function in people with multiple sclerosis 

Feasibility and 

acceptability of 

orthotic shorts 

for people with 

MS 

Lee Drake Sionnadh McClean, 

Nicky Snowdon 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

May-18 

STH NHSFT No To what extent would patients accept 

sedation as a side-effect of pain-relieving 

medication? A patient survey study. 

  Sam Fingas Rachel Parry, Joseph 

Burdon 

University of 

Sheffield 

Sep-18 

STH NHSFT No Exploring the role of Physiotherapists in the 

Management of Anxiety in Patients with 

Relapsing and Remitting Multiple Sclerosis.  

  Kate 

Lavender 

Jack Parker, Lauren 

Lucas 

University of 

Sheffield 

Sep-18 
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Stroke 

Association 

Yes A pilot study for developing and evaluating a 

care pathway for cognitive problems after 

stroke (OCS-care) 

OCS-care Ali Ali Charlie Molloy, 

Emma Richards, 

Rachel Teasdale-

Smith 

University of Oxford Jun-22 

Stroke 

Association 

Yes How does variation in assessment and clinical 

management of dysphagia in acute stroke 

affect development of stroke-associated 

pneumonia (SAP)? 

  Sabrina 

Eltringham 

Sabrina Eltringham, 

Karen Sage, Sue 

Pownall 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Sep-20 

SYCLRN (South 

Yorkshire 

Comprehensive 

Local Research 

Network) 

Yes Collaborative European NeuroTrauma 

Effectiveness research in TBI: a prospective 

longitudinal observational study 

CENTER TBI Stefan 

Jankowski 

Annalena Venneri, 

Andrew Bacon, 

David Eagle 

University of 

Antwerp 

Jun-18 

The Stroke 

Association 

Junior Fellowship 

Yes Aphasia Therapeutic Alliance Measure 

(ATAM): Development and preliminary 

psychometric evaluation 

  Caroline Haw Caroline Haw, 

Natascha Ullrich, 

Sue Pownall, Karen 

Sage, Michelle 

Lawton 

University of 

Manchester 

Nov-17 

University of 

Buckingham 

No Examining the efficacy of an online 

mindfulness intervention on pain-related and 

psychosocial outcomes in a sample of spinal 

cord injured patients and their primary 

caregivers. 

  Lucy Murray Lucy Murray, 

Jasmine Hearn 

University of 

Buckingham 

Feb-18 
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University of 

Leeds 

No An in-depth inquiry into how stroke patients 

are supported with eating and drinking in 

stroke units 

  Ali Ali Ali Ali, Sarah Batt University of Leeds Jul-17 

University of 

Plymouth 

No Respiratory Management in acute (self-

ventilating) Spinal Cord Injuries: Exploring 

current Physiotherapy practice in UK Major 

Trauma Centre and Specialist Spinal Cord 

Injury Centres 

  Claire Trask Claire Trask, Erin 

Byrd, Emma Hill 

University of 

Plymouth 

Aug-18 

University of 

Sheffield 

No Automated pupillometry in patients with 

acute stroke at risk of early neurological 

deterioration 

  Ali Ali Ali Ali, Charmaine 

Childs 

Sheffield Hallam 

University 

Sep-17 

University of 

Sheffield 

No Exploring the thoughts of health and social 

care staff on use of technology for early 

detection of depression and anxiety in older 

adults 

  Rachel 

Brandreth 

Rachel Brandreth, 

Andrew Jacobs, 

Mark Hawley 

University of 

Sheffield 

Jul-17 

University of 

Sheffield MRC 

Confidence-in- 

No CloudVent: Cloud–based speech recognition 

for people with paralysis using Ventilators. 

CloudVent Sarah Atkins Sarah Atkins, Sally 

Fowler-Davis, Heidi 

Christensen 

CATCH University of 

Sheffield 

Dec-17 
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Combined Community and Acute Care Group Directorates 

Integrated Community Care 

Primary Care and Interface Services 

Integrated Geriatric and Stroke Medicine 

Therapeutics and Palliative Care 

 

Combined Community and Acute Care Group Research Leadership Team 

Dr Ali Ali – Stroke Physician and Geriatrician and Research Lead for Geriatrics and Stroke Medicine, STH 

Professor Mark Cobb – Clinical Director of Therapeutics & Palliative Care and CCA Care Group Research Director, STH 

Dr Lisa Farndon – Clinical Research Podiatrist and Research Lead for Integrated Community Care and Primary Care & Interface Services Directorates, STH 

Dr Sally Fowler Davis – Clinical Academic and CCA Care Group Research Development Officer, Sheffield Hallam University/STH 

Professor Sue Pownall – Head of Speech & Language Therapy and Academic Director for Therapeutics and Palliative Care Directorate, STH 
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