
Guidance for Researchers to Access the Community Elders Panel 

 

The main purpose of the Community Elders Panel is to ensure that research carried out at Sheffield Teaching 

Hospitals Foundation Trust is patient focused and includes the views of the elderly and housebound. The Trust 

has also set up many disease specific lay advisory panels, and further information on these can be found on 

the Clinical Research and Innovation Office website: 

http://www.sheffieldclinicalresearch.org/for-patients-public/how-to-get-involved/ 

 

Panel Membership 

The Community Elders Panel has between 6 and 10 members at any one time, aged between 75 and 95, with 

varying degrees of frailty. The panel has a diverse membership which is maintained by targeted recruitment, 

and members reside in their own homes, assisted living complexes or residential homes. All have experience of 

using NHS services but none have a professional background in health. 

If you are interested in using the panel please contact Anne Silvester via: anne.silvester@nhs.net 

 

Use of the panel 

 Between 2 and 6 members of the panel can be consulted depending on the project and time 

available. 

 Panellists are visited in their own homes at a mutually agreeable time. 

 Researchers can accompany the panel coordinator and facilitate the interview if this is most 

appropriate. 

 Alternatively researchers can provide the coordinator with relevant documentation and 

supplementary questions to ask the members on their behalf. The coordinator will facilitate the 

discussions and collate the information. A report will be forwarded electronically within two weeks.  

 Please ensure any documentation to be viewed directly by the panel, for example outcome measures 

and trial consent forms, is written in a minimum of size 12 font and 1.5 spaced lines. 

 After consulting the panel the coordinator will contact you to ask how the feedback has impacted 

your research. Please respond to any requests as this helps the panel to progress and stay relevant. 

 

There is no charge to use the panel for STH researchers. A small charge is made to those external to STH. 
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